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           Get Ready for   
   WORLD TRAVEL INTO FIBER 

We’ve just passed the autumn 
equinox – summer is officially 
over.  I don’t know how you 
spent your summer but mine 
was such a whirlwind that I 
didn’t have the opportunity for 
any more than a “staycation”.  
In past summers I’ve traveled 
around the state, the country, 
and out of the country, but this 
year I just stayed home.  
Truthfully, now that summer is 
over, I really miss not having 
done any traveling.  If your 
summer was devoid of 
vacation as mine was, then our 
October meeting will be of  

very special interest to you.  
Dawn Edwards, a local felter 
and haberdasher, will be 
taking us on a vacation 
extraordinaire.  We will travel 
to Ireland, Iceland, 
Netherlands, Australia, and 
back to her studio in 

Plainwell, MI to enjoy the 
sightseeing and learn how 
artists in those countries use 
their fiber.  You won’t want 
to miss this very special trip 
with Dawn.  So, pack your 
bags and get ready for a world 
travel into fiber. 
 
.   
 

On another note, back here at 
home plans are well under way 
for the workshop on Feb. 8 & 
9, 2014 with Mary Sue Fenner 
at Fabrications We can have 
only 20 participants in the 
workshop.  Mary Sue is a fiber 
artist and clothing designer 
with ideas and creations that 
are “over the top” and beautiful 
beyond belief.  not be able to 
attend the workshop. Don’t 
wait too long to send in your 
registration – you don’t want to 
be the 21st registrant and be 
able to attend the workshop. 
 

Join Dawn for dinner             
All members and guests are invited to an appreciation dinner for our guest speaker  

Dawn Edwards 
to be held at the Fieldstone Grill in the Woodbridge Shopping Center 

 (3970 W. Centre, Portage, 269-321-8480) 

 on  
Monday,  October 14 at 5pm 

 
Please contact Letty Klein either via phone or e-mail if you plan on attending. 

 
 

www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org 



 
 2013-2014 Officers & 
Com m ittee Chairs  
President – Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Vice President – Letty Klein 
Secretary – Cathy McCarthy 
Treasurer – Nancy Krapf 
Education – Judith Jones 
Program Committee Chair – Letty Klein 
Program Coordinator – acting, Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Mentor Program – Esther James 
Scholarship Program – acting, Anne Mehring 
Shuttle Editor – Marta G. Williams 
Yearbook Editor –  Mindy Tai 
Yearbook Fabric – Marta G. Williams 
Service Bureau Coordinator – Ellen Colston 
Librarian – Kristi Chapman 
Library Storage – Martha Reeves 
Membership – Marta G. Williams 
Newcomers/Welcoming – Bev Munson, Karen Lasen 
Photographer – Stephanie Kyhn 
Historian/Archivist – Joanne Casey Smith 
Hospitality Chair –  Carolyn Snyder 
Equipment Rental – Nancy Frost 
Arts Council Rep – Gretchen Huggett 
MLH Rep – Barb Giesen 
WAFA Chair – Nancy Crampton 
WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 
WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 
Exemption Committee –  Anne Mehring, Mary Ippel, 
Pam VanDeGrift 

 
 

WORKSHOPS 
 

February 8-9, 2014: Mary Sue Fenner – Basic 
Handwoven Jacket Sewing Class   
Using their own handwoven fabric, the students in this class will be taken 
through the basic alteration and sewing skills to make the fabric into a 
jacket.  Students will bring a few sewing pattern choices. Mary Sue Fenner is 
well known for her jackets made of her own handspun yarn.  Her clothing 
and accessories have been featured in Handwoven, Shuttle, Spindle & 
Dyepot, and Altered Couture magazines. 
 
Use the Workshop Sign Up form enclosed in this SHUTTLE to sign up.  
Mail the form with your check to the POBox, or give to any Board member. 

 

 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Every month, one of our Study Groups or the Board is 
responsible for providing the treats for the General 
Meeting.  The schedule of the assigned months is 
provided below. 
 

October – 4-Harness                February – Spinning 
November – MultiHarness      March – TBD 
December – the Board            April – Swatch 
May – the Board 

2013-14 Program s 
7 pm  

Portage Senior Center 

Doors open at 6:30 pm 

 

October 14, 2013:  Dawn Edwards – Feltmaking: 
From My Michigan Studio to Places Around the 
World  Dawn will be taking us on a world tour of 
feltmaking without leaving the comforts of our guild 
meeting.  We will embark on a journey visiting some of 
her feltmaking friends from countries such as Australia, 
Iceland, Ireland, and the Netherlands.  We will see 
highlights of some of her favorite feltmakers, the types of 
felt that they create, and some of the different methods 
of feltmaking.  We will end with a quick stop in Plainwell, 
home of her Felt So Right studio.  Come and enjoy the 
artistry of one of our own local artists – who is likely 
more well traveled than a majority of us. 
November 11, 2013:  Pamela Nyhof – Weaving with 
Students who have Learning Challenges  Pam, along with 

one of her students and his mother, will share with us a weaving program that has 
been developed in the Woods Edge Vocational Program.  They would like to create 
an awareness of what they are doing and, maybe, build a support group of sorts of 
weavers that they can contact if they have problem areas or other needs. They sell our 
products at one Art Hop every year and have a big holiday sale at the school, too.  
Their emphasis will be on the amazing talents of their students in spite of their 
disabilities.  They will be sharing a short video of their weaving program, discuss and 
present their projects, and have plenty of time for questions and answers. 

December 9, 2013:  Holiday Celebration   Gail Ross and 

Judith Jones will each present a brief overview of the learning experiences they 
received as a result of their scholarships from WGK.  We will also have our annual 
“garage sale” of those treasured fiber items that need a new home. 

February 10, 2014:  Mary Sue Fenner   Mary Sue is a national and 

international clothing and textiles designer from Green Bay, WI.  Her work is widely 
published in fiber arts journals and she has taught in a number of venues including 
Michigan League of Handweavers. The guild meeting will be a trunk show of 40-50 
one-of-a-kind jackets that will be viewed, shown, and modeled.  The jackets will 
include hand woven, felted, and embellished items.  The audience will interact with 
the jackets. 

March 10, 2014: Beth Smith – The Importance of 
Sampling  Beth is so obsessed with fiber that she has fleece in every room of 

her house, including her bathroom.  She teaches the whys and how-tos of preparing 
and spinning as many breeds as a spinner can in her classes taught all over the world 
and in articles published in several fiber magazines.   Her guild program begins with 
the question “How many times have we spun up that wide lump of fiber only to find 
that it doesn’t work for our project?”  It’s too thick or thin, it pills, or we wanted 
drape and it can stand on its own.  Knitters and weavers of all kinds hate the sample 
or swatch but it can be fun and is always useful.  Let’s talk about the sampling process 
and how we can use sampling to our advantage in all of our projects. 

April 14, 2014:  Mary Underwood – Will That be One 
Hump or Two?  Weaving Camel Saddles in 
Mongolia  The answer is “two”.  Bactrian camels inhabit all areas of Mongolia.  

Camel saddles are hand woven from handspun wool, using looms that easily come 
apart for storage under a bed in traditional Mongolian houses.  The daughter of a 
renowned Gobi saddle weaver, and herself recognized as a renowned saddleweaver, 
patiently taught Mary how to weave and construct saddles: allowing still and video 
photography of the process.  She and her village were honored that this tradition will 

be shared with interested audiences in the US.  Mary is a handspinner, weaver, and 

lover of historic textiles.  She has widely researched Oscar Beriau and the 

Quebec weaving renaissance of the 1930’s.  The pursuit of textiles provides her a 
legitimate excuse to enter into worlds, adventures, and friendships that confirm:  

dreams can, indeed, come true. 

May 12, 2014: Annual Business Meeting, Study 
Group and Individual Show and Tell 
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WGK Calendar of events 

october 2013 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 2 3 4 

 

5 

6 

 

7 

 

8 9 

 
10 
Four Harness 
Study Group 
9:30 am 

 

 

11 

 

12 

13 14  
General 
Meeting 
7 pm 
Portage Senior 
Center 
 

15 16 
MultiHarness 
Study Group 
9:30 am 

17 
 

18 

Spinning Study 

Group 

10 am to 2 pm 

191 

20 21 

 

22 23 

 

24 

 

 

 

25 

November 

SHUTTLE 

deadline 

26 

27 28  
Moonbeamers 
Study Group 
7pm 

 

29 30 31 

 
 

 

 

 

 

STUDY GROUPS 
For more information, contact the study group leader. 

Four Harness-Marcia Freridge – meets second 

Thursday at 9:30 am at members’ homes.   

Moonbeamers-Nancy Crampton – meets fourth 

Monday at 7 pm at members’ homes.   

Multi-Harness-Nancy Frost – meets third 

Wednesday at 9:30 am at members’ homes.   

Spinners-Terri Smith/Carolyn Snyder – meets third 

Friday 10 am to 2 pm at Parchment Library.                         

Swatch Exchange-Gail Ross – a virtual study 

group. Sign-up via e-mail by October 15th.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Hearty Thank You 
 to everyone who helped get the yearbooks out 
this year - especially the assemblers: Nancy 
Crampton, Lestra Hazel, Nan Krapf, Cathy 
McCarthy, Jan Tucker and 
Marta Williams.  And a special thanks to Marta 
Williams who wove the beautiful fabric for the 
yearbook.        

    Mindy 
 

 

 
NEEDED 
We need a weaver for next year's yearbook.  
Please let Mindy know if you would like to be 
featured on next year's Yearbook cover. 



 

 

Fiber Events 
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In East Lansing: 

Throughout the month of October 
2013. 
   

A special exhibit 

of handwovens, scarves, clothing,  
linens, jewelry, wall hangings and 
more….  
 
East Lansing Public Library  
950 Abbot Rd.; East Lansing MI  
www. elpl.org 
 

Opening Reception Sunday 
October 6th, 2 pm—4 pm 

 
 

GREATER 
LANSING 
WEAVERS GUILD 
ANNUAL SALE & 
SHOW  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 
NOON TO 9 PM; SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 2, 9 AM TO 4 PM  
EASTWOOD UNITED 
CHURCH; 469 N HAGADORN 
ROAD; EAST LANSING 
lansingweavers@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Fiber, Etc! 
Art Show and Sale 

Featuring works by the  
Niles Handweavers Guild 

 
August 26-October 12 
Buchanan Art Center 
117 Front Street, Buchanan, MI 
www.buchananartcenter.org  
 
 

The Second Annual 
Westminster Art Festival is 

already in its planning stages, and we want to 
spread the word. This year we are expanding the 
art show to encompass a longer period of time 
and have more activities for both youth and 
adults; we are very excited for what we have 
planned. 
First the Art Show itself. We will be accepting 
works from March 3, 2014 to March 14, 2014. 
Recognizing that human relationships require a 
great deal of care in order to remain healthy, the 
committee is asking artists to submit works that 
emphasize the care we need to exercise in 
rebuilding our relationship to the earth. So the 
theme is: "EarthCare: Reconcile, Restore, 
Rejoice.” One of the central tenets of our 
festival is to encourage the creation of new art, 
so this year we are trusting you, the artists, to 
only submit pieces that have been created in the 
last two (2) years.  
We will be having an opening gala on March 22, 
2014, at which the winners of the juried 
exhibition will be announced; a closing gala will 
be held on April 22, 2014, and the winners of 
the People’s Choice and Committee Choice 
awards will be given.  
Prizes will be awarded in the following 
categories: 
Adult: Juror’s Choice; People’s Choice; 
Committee’s Choice, Youth: Grades K-2; 3-5; 
6-8; and 9-12 
In addition to the art show we will be hosting a 
community art project on site, and we 
encourage you to participate as well. Young 
artists are invited to come to our workshop days 
in January. A professional artist/educator will 
be talking and working with young people about 
creating recycled art in preparation for the 
show.  
We would like to encourage you to pass on 
information to friends and family members who 
may be interested in submitting pieces for the 
exhibition. If you are involved in a group, one 
of the members of our team would be happy to 
come speak with the group about our plans and 
our mission. 
If you have any questions (like submission 
requirements) or would like more information, 
please feel free to contact us via our Facebook 
page:  
https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterArtFe
stival 
We look forward to seeing the wonderful new 
pieces you create this year. 

Detroit Fiber Festival 

  

Third Coast Fiber Arts Festival, 
October 18-19, 2013 at the 
McGregor Center, Wayne State 
University, 
http://www.thirdcoastfiber.com 
 
 

 
 

Boisali Biswas textile 
exhibit  
 
Grove Gallery, 325A Grove St., 
East Lansing MI; reception 10/6, 
12-4pm; exhibit through Oct. 27.   
grovegallerycoop.com 
 
 

 
 

Fiber Invitational ‘13  

 
Fiber as a means of expression 
beyond the functional is explored 
in the Main Galllery at the 
Ludington Area Council for the 
Arts through November 3. . 
www.ludingtonartscouncil.org 
 

 
 

MI ARTS  

 
at Holland Area Arts Council 
through Nov 30, 2013.  All 
Michigan, all media art 
competition.   
 

mailto:lansingweavers@gmail.com
http://www.buchananartcenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterArtFestival
https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterArtFestival
http://webmail.esagelink.com/cgi-common/webmail.cgi?cmd=url&xdata=~2-e249310885a5a72207e5a32ceb7e9475f8929ce8d3dbddd1d38fd1d6d200&url=http!3A!2F!2Fwww.thirdcoastfiber.com


 

 
 
 

 
    
    Do not forget----- your guild library is now catalogued for your viewing pleasure! Go to: http://www.librarything.com/catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo 
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2013 SHUTTLE deadlines 
For November – October 25, 2013 

For December – November 22, 2013  

Send items for the SHUTTLE to the SHUTTLE Editor at martag1111@yahoo.com  
 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo
mailto:martag1111@yahoo.com


 Workshop Application Form and Course Outline  
Date:        Location: 
February 8 & 9, 2014       Fabrications, M-43/M-89, Richland, MI.  

Time: 9:00AM – 4:00PM (Lunch on own)  

Workshop Title:      Instructor:  
“Basic Handwoven Jacket Sewing Class”  Mary Sue Fenner  

Cost:         
WGK Member: $50. Non-member-$80*. There are no material costs payable to the instructor.  

*$30.00 of the $80.00 fee will be applied to a one year WGK membership.  

Course Description:  
Students will bring their fabric: about 5 yards of handwoven fabric, fulled and ready to sew. Plain or twill fabrics work 

well. Any fiber combination, but wool really sews and presses nicely. Sett should be 10-12 epi for Harrisville-type 

wools, and 15-18 epi for finer fibers. Linings, embellishments, and interfacings as needed. If you don’t have handwoven, 

bring whatever you have of medium-weight fabric.  

Students will be taken through the basic alteration and sewing skills to make fabric into a jacket. We will start with 

sewing supplies, fitting make a one-of-a-kind beautiful jacket. Students will bring a few sewing pattern choices, 

purchased by bust measurement. The instructor will bring an amazing array of jacket samples for the students to try on 

and look at closely (for inspiration) and explore.  

Biography:  
A Clothing, Textiles and Design major at U. WI-Stout, art studies at Newcastle-upon-Tyne Polytechnic, England, 

Kansas U. and UW-Milwaukee Masters gave Mary Sue an excellent background in fibers. Retired instructor, at 

Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, Green Bay, WI. Noted for use of bright colors and her own handspun yarns, her 

clothing and accessories are seen in area shows, galleries and shops, and featured in Handwoven, Shuttle, Spindle & 

Dyepot, Belle Armoire, Altered Couture, Sew Somerset and Haute Handbags magazines.  

WGK Workshop Registration  
“Basic Handwoven Jacket Sewing Class”  

Instructor: Mary Sue Fenner 

  
Name: (Please Print) Last_________________________ First___________________________  

Address_________________________________________  

City____________________________________ State___________________ Zip_________  

Email address________________________________________  

Preferred name on your nametag_________________________  

Phone (area code)_____________________________________  

 

I have read and agree to the WGK workshop policy ________yes (please check) 

 (available on  website: www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org) 

 

 

Enclose your application form with a check, cash or money order payable to:  

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo  

P.O. Box 2795  

Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2795  

 

Please keep a copy of the application for yourself.  

Official Use Only  

Date Received __________________________  

Cash, check or money order _______________________  

Member Notification Date _________________________ 

 


