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Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 
Shuttle    CONNECTING THROUGH FIBER  

We could not have done it without everyone 

A big Thank You goes out to all 

who participated in the  

WAFA Sale 
A big Thank You goes out to all 
who either contributed to the sale 
or worked at the sale.  We could 
not have done it without everyone.  
I have never seen such a wonderful 
selection of fiber items offered for 
sale.  It was, in my view, the best 
sale ever. 
 
Do you like the variety of weaving 
and spinning equipment available 
today?  I really like anything that 
speeds up warping the loom or 
skeining yarn.  In fact I love any 
kind of tool.  They are so fun.  One 
time I thought the auto reed denter 
was what I really needed.  I learned 
how to use it and put it to use a few 

times.  It worked okay, but I 
realized my hands just wanted to 
thread the reed the old way.  What 
do you do with something you no 
longer need?  You sell it to 
someone else.  What better place to 

sell your surplus yarn and 
equipment then at the Guild 
garage sale in December.   
Bring your once loved  
things to the  
December Guild 
 meeting.  
 
 
 
 See you then. 
 
 
Martha Reeves, President 

theweaver@charter.net 

 

 

 

 Come hear about Juanita Manning-Walsh’s 

summer felting workshop experience at the 

December General Meeting. 

mailto:theweaver@charter.net
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WGK WORKSHOPS 
This workshop is currently FULL.  If you are 

interested in taking the workshop, contact Judith 
Jones.  She is keeping a list of alternates. 

 
Crackle Weave and More 
Susan Wilson 
March 9-10, 2013  9 am to 4 pm 
‘Crackle Weave is a surprisingly versatile weave with 
exciting design potential on just 4 shafts.  This 
workshop covers the essentials of drafting and 
designing in the classic crackle weave, with 
consideration of design elements of proportion, 
color, value and texture.  In addition, we will explore 
the many variations possible by treadling crackle in 
the manner of other weaves, e.g. summer and winter, 
and by using special treadlings, e.g. polychrome.  
Your sample will include at least twelve distinctly 
different fabrics, all on crackle weave threading.’ 

Program s for 2012-13 

7 pm at the Portage Senior Center 
 

December 10, 2012 
WGK Holiday Celebration 

and Garage Sale 
Participate in the Guild Garage Sale by either 
bringing yarn, fiber, or fiber art equipment to sell 
or by buying some of  that ‘Good Stuff ’.  
‘Goodies’ will be provided by the WGK board as 
a thank you to members for their continued 
support of  the Guild.  Be prepared to vote on 
the webdesigner (see page 4 for more 
detail).Come and have fun with your friends.  
 

February 11, 2013 
Getting Fleeced 
Letty Klein 
I have raised sheep for 30 years and judged wool sheep 
and their fleece for half of that time. Seven years ago I 
quit my day job as a research scientist at Upjohn/Pfizer 
Animal Health and embarked on a different path that 
lead me into a fairyland of adventures and 
accomplishments. I’ll share with you a quest for the 
perfect fleece and how I’ve put my philosophy to work 
judging fleeces from the next-to-skin softness of the 
Merino fiber to the strong durability of the Karakul rug 
wool. 
 

March 11, 2013 
Classic Crackle Weave and More  
Susan Wilson  
‘Crackle Weave is a surprisingly versatile weave with great 
design potential. It is a block weave that shares some 
characteristics with overshot and summer and winter, but 
has its own advantages and idiosyncrasies.’  
 

April 8, 2013 
Jacquard Looms and Fancy American Coverlets 
Richard and Chris Jeryan   
More information will be provided in a later Shuttle. 
 

May 13, 2013 
Final Meeting of our Fiscal Year   
Approval of the budget for fiscal year 2013-14; Election 
of officers and recognition of the years’ volunteers, Guild 
members and study groups ‘Show and Tell.’  Dessert will 
be provided by the Board. 
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Study Groups 

 
One of the great benefits of membership in the Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo is the chance to grow as a fiber artist.  

In addition to having workshops and lectures presented by experts from outside our membership, we learn from each other 
in the form of monthly get- togethers led by one of our members.  

Here is information on our current study groups.  
If interested in joining a study group, contact the listed group leader. 

 

Four Harness 

We meet the second Thursday of the month at 9:30 am at members’ homes. Our project this year is learning the basics of crackle 
weave. The expertise of our members ranges from beginner to expert. We welcome new members at any time. We share our successes 
as well as our “oops”! Join our group, gain knowledge and have a great time. December meeting is at the home of Mary Jane Kreidler. 
Contact JoAnn Johnson jjohnson111@email.itt-tech.edu  

 

M oonbeam ers 

As its name implies, Moonbeamers meets by the light of the moon!  On the fourth  Monday of each month, with the exception of 
December, we gather at a fellow member’s home at 7 pm for snacks and weaving conversations.  This would be a great time for 
interested weavers to join us. 
Contact Nan Krapf nannok@sbcglobal.net  

 

M ulti-Harness 

Multi-harness meets on the third Wednesday of the month, Sept-Oct and Dec-May, 9:30-11:30 am, in a different member's home each 
month. The December meeting will be held at Cathy McCarthy’s home. We currently have 15 members, which would make it difficult 
to add more; however, plans are in the works to spin off a second multi-harness group, at this point called Multi-Harness Too. In 2012-
13, the original multi-harness group will focus on sharing individual progress and producing individual special projects inspired by a 
group-selected piece of fine art. The inspiration painting chosen is ‘Florentine Villa District” by Paul Klee.  The new group will be 
headed by Mimi Cummings (time, place, and 2012-13 focus as yet undecided) and will be open to both those who are new to designing 
multi-harness weaves and those experienced in weaving with more-than-four shafts.  There are no strict requirements for membership 
in either group. 
For Multi-Harness contact Nancy Frost nafrost@prodigy.net      For Multi-Harness Too contact Mimi Cummings 342-6943 

 

Spinning 

Spinning meets the third Friday of the month in the basement of the Parchment Library from 10 am until 2 pm. Some of our members 
work, so they can only come for an hour or two during that time frame but that is OK. We bring our lunch and spin as we eat; coffee 
and tea are provided. Although many of us are experienced spinners, we love to have new spinners join us, and we have some really 
good teachers in our group.  This year our focus is on making art yarn - although not all members will stick with that theme. New 
members are welcome.  
Contact Terri Smith rwestsmith@comcast.net or Carolyn Snyder cesnyder@att.net  

 

Swatch 

The Swatch Study Group is our Guild's first "virtual" study group and is dedicated to individualized study of weave structure. We have 
a swatch exchange at the group's annual (and only) live meeting in May.  The rest of the year we work on our own, using email as 
needed to share comments and ask/answer questions.  We have existed for six years and have amassed an impressive collection of 
fabric samples covering many different weaves and techniques. The Guild Library receives a copy of our samples that is available for 
the total Guild membership to use. This group appeals to the independent weaver who chooses her own study topic and works at her 
own speed.  It is also perfect for those of us who, for reasons of job and family schedules, or where we live, would find regularly 
scheduled meetings a problem, but who want a study group structure and goals.  
Contact Gail Ross figeac@att.net  

 

Please No te 

Other study groups form when there is interest.. Please contact Education Chair, Nancy Crampton with ideas for new study groups. 

 

STUDY GROUP UPDATES 
 

Spinners Group -  The next meeting will be our annual Christmas Potluck on December 21st. Bring a dish to pass, beverage, 

and table service. Coffee and tea will be provided. In case of severe weather, call the library to make sure it is open.  We will resume our 
art yarn project in January. 

mailto:jjohnson111@email.itt-tech.edu
mailto:nannok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nafrost@prodigy.net
mailto:rwestsmith@comcast.net
mailto:cesnyder@att.net
mailto:figeac@att.net


  

  

LiBRARY NEWS 

 
The Library is participating in the garage “sale” 
– LOTS of  duplicate magazines and classic 
books to stock your personal library. We’re 
asking for donations – search your conscience 
to determine what an item is worth to you – all 
proceeds will go to the purchase of  new books. 
Look for the table next to the regular library 
table at the December meeting. Bring a bag! 
 
 

WAFA Wrap-up 
 

What a beautiful sale we put on! 
 

If  you were there, you know what I mean. 
Forty-seven artists filled the room with lovely 
things, and our customers proceeded to take 
them away, with smiles all around. Preliminary 
numbers show that we had our second best year 
at this venue. 
 
A big THANK YOU to all who brought their 
wonderful handmade works of  art, to all who 
worked the sale, and to the hardworking 
committee who kept the wheels on the bus all 
year ‘round. Next time you see one of  the 
committee members, please thank them for 
their dedicated service: Jan Bowen, Deb Cline, 
Ellen Colston, Esther James, Cathy McCarthy, 
Judi Southwell, Jill Strobel, Cory Zann.  
 
                      Kristi Chapman & Nancy Crampton  

                      WAFA Co-chairs  

 

Next Board M eeting 

 
The next Board meeting will be on 

December 12 at 1 PM 
at Nancy Crampton’s home. 

Members are welcome to join us. 
 

 
. 

 

Hospitality Schedule 

2012-2013 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 
contact me. Thank you!      Dawn Mergener, Hospitality Chair 
                                               657-7321 or jnd49079@gmail.com 
Dec.10, 2012 - WGK Board 
Feb. 11, 2013 - Spinning group 
Mar. 11, 2013 - Moonbeamers group 
Apr. 8, 2013 - Swatch Exchange  
May 13, 2013 - WGK Board 

 

The WGK Scholarship 

Program  

 

The Guild has a scholarship program for our 
members.  Consider applying for a scholarship to 
help with the cost of  that fiber workshop or class 
you  want to take.  There is a payback…you will 
have to share your experience with the Guild 
members in a presentation either at a Guild meeting 
or in another venue. This month, Juanita Manning-
Walsh will be doing just that at our General Meeting 
this month.  She took a felt coat making workshop 
with scholarship assistance and will be sharing her 
experiences with us.  
 
 The application schedule for the program is 
provided below. There will be a training session 
provided to assist you in filling out the application. 
Application forms will be available at the February 
General meeting. 
Monday, February 11, General Meeting: 
Announcement of the scholarship schedule 
Tuesday, February 12th: Application training 
meeting 
Monday, March 11-March 31: Applications due 
at the meeting or mailed to P.O. Box.  
March 31:deadline for receipt of applications . 
April 1: Panel meeting to review scholarship 
applications  
April 22: Decisions made and applicants 
contacted. 
May 13: Announcement of Scholarships awarded 
at Board Meeting.  Awardees named in the Shuttle. 
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WGK Calendar of events 

December 2012 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
        

 

1 

2 3 

 

4 5 

 
6 
Four Harness 
9:30 am 

 

 

7 8 

9 10 
General 
Meeting 
7 pm 
Portage Senior 
Center 
 

11 12 
Board Meeting 
1 pm 

13 
 

14 

 
15 

 

 

 
 

 

16 17 

 

18 19 

Multiharness 

9:30 am 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

Spinners 

10 am – 2 pm 

 

22 

23 

 

30 

24  

 

25 

 

Christmas 

26 

 

27 28 29 
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A Guild vote on a web designer 

Will take place at the December meeting 

 
As presented at the Guild General meeting November 12, 2012, a discussion and vote will take place at December’s general 
meeting to choose a web designer/web host for our redesigned website. A table providing information on the web 
designers who offered quotes is included in this SHUTTLE as an insert.  
 
PLEASE review this table and do your own research on the work performed by each of the web designers so that you are 
prepared to discuss and vote at December's General Meeting. 
 
Background: 
Last year the membership approved moving our website to GoDaddy with the proviso that after 6 months, the GoDaddy 
arrangement be reviewed for suitability with the Guild's purposes. In June, a small committee was formed (Nan Krapf, 
Anne Mehring, Martha Reeves, Jill Strobel, and Marta Williams) to review the Guild's website on GoDaddy and to make a 
recommendation to the Board regarding a website redesign and continuing on GoDaddy or hiring a web designer. That 
committee prepared a Website Requirements Document which was sent to the general membership in August.  The 
proposal accepted by the Board was to present the new website design and copy to our webmaster at the time (Patty Reid) 
to see if she could create the website in GoDaddy. Patty had moved out of state, was in the midst of setting up a new home, 
was starting a new job, and was not in a position to maintain, let alone, redesign our website. The Board therefore decided 
to outsource the design of our website given that we as a group do not have web design expertise and it is our assumption 
that all of us would rather do fiber art. Six web designers in Michigan were contacted (3 individuals and 3 companies). 
Three quotes were obtained and are shown in the table provided. 
 
Thank you, 
Marta G. Williams 

 
 

 



     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEAVING 
TIPS: 

         One of the handiest things I have in my studio is a small chest of 

drawers on wheels. I added an additional piece of wood on top that 

hangs over the sides 2 inches. I can clamp a bobbin winder or ball winder 

on this lip as well as a flexible-arm lamp. In the drawers I keep all the 

tools I use for warping, scissors, tape measure, pincushion with safety 

pins, T-pins, yarn needle and straight pins, a few index cards and a 

pencil for taking notes, gum and hard candy ... in other words, the 

essentials of life. I can wheel it to whatever loom or table I am using and I 

don't have to hunt for supplies. I actually have two, one was from Meijer 

and one was from Ikea. Nancy Crampton. 

Use the metal keyhole shaped shower curtain rings to hang up 

your yarn skeins and get your    

 workroom organized.  Anne Mehring. 
 
Please send your tip/question  to the Shuttle Editor  
martag1111@yahoo.com.  

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 
POBox 2795 
Kalamazoo, MI  49007 

2012 SHUTTLE deadlines 
For 2013 February SHUTTLE – January 25, 2013 

For 2013 March SHUTTLE – February 22, 2013 

For 2013 April SHUTTLE – March 22, 2013 
Send items for the SHUTTLE to the SHUTTLE Editor at martag1111@yahoo.com  

 

Glimakra, 4 shafts, 35" 
counterbalance and 
countermarche, 6 treadle, 
$1800. Contact Susan 
Johnson, 
smarj74@gmail.com  

For Sale  

Multiple looms for sale.  

Call Marta at 269-664-6646 to 
get more details. 
LeClerc 36” 4 H-6treadles, 
counterbalance, maple, with 
bench - $500 . 
Norwood 60” 4H-10treadles, 
jack, dble sectional warp 
beam , cherry, with bench - 
$1,100. 
Gilmore 46” 4H-10treadles, 
jack,sectional warp beam, 
maple, with bench - $1500 
Macomber 40” 6H(10 
harness frame-12treadles), 
jack, dble sectional, maple, 
with bench - $1300 
 
 

mailto:martag1111@yahoo.com
mailto:martag1111@yahoo.com

