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  Shuttle          
 

The 

Connecting Through Fiber 

February 2017 

Volume 49 

Issue 5 

Our Next Meeting Is:   

February 13, 2017 
Our own 

Lenore Snyder 
from Hillsdale, MI 

  

“Do You Hear What I 
See?” 

Come to dinner at 5 pm at Fieldstone Grill 

before the meeting.  RSVP by Oct. 6 to 

Margie Glenn at                                            

mushing_magg@yahoo.com 

Shuttle Deadlines: 

For March 2017—February 24, 2017 

For April 2017—March 24, 2017 

For May 2017— April 24, 2017 

 

Please send items for The Shuttle to the 

editor at 

Paula.M.Clare@gmail.com 
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2016-2017 Officers and  

Committee Chairs 
President – Karen VanderWeele 

Vice President –  Margie Glenn 

Secretary – Terri Smith 

Treasurer – Karin Cote´ 

Education – Gail Ross 

Program/Workshop Coordinator –  Margie Glenn 

Scholarship Program – Anne Mehring  

Shuttle Editor – Paula Clare 

Webmaster—Jill Strobel 

Yearbook Editor –  Mindy Tai  

Yearbook Fabric – Cathy McCarthy/Helen Duffy 

Service Bureau Coordinator – Melissa Powers  

Librarian – Kristi Chapman  

Library Storage – Martha Reeves  

Membership – Nancy Arlidge  

Newcomers/Welcoming –  Holly Jensen  

Photographer – Linda Innes  

Historian/Archivist – Lenore Snyder  

Hospitality Chair –  VACANT 

Equipment Rental – Nancy Frost  

Arts Council Rep – Gretchen Huggett  

MLH Rep – Letty Klein 

WAFA Chair – Nancy Crampton 

WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 

WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 

Exemption Committee –  Nancy Clark, Karen Kendall, 
Nancy Arlidge 

Study Groups 
For more information, contact the study group 

leader. 

Four Harness – Nancy Krapf/Judith Jones
– meets second Thursday at 9:30 am at mem-
bers’ homes.   

Moonbeamers—Helen Lemmer – meets 

fourth Monday at 7 pm at members’ homes.   

Multi-Harness—Marta Williams – meets 
third Wednesday at 9:30 am at members’ 
homes.   

Spinners—Terri Smith/Carolyn Snyder – 

meets third Friday 10 am to 2 pm at Parchment 
Library.          

Swatch Exchange—Gail Ross – a virtual 
study group.  

CSW—Lenore Snyder—meets third Tuesday,  
10:30 am to 12:30 pm at Marshall District Li-
brary.  No meetings Nov.—Feb.  

2016-2017  

 

WGK Program 

 

February 13, 2017 
 Lenore Snyder, Hillsdale, MI 
 Guild meeting presentation: 
 “Do You Hear What I See?” 
 
March 13, 2017 
 Beth Smith, Howell, MI 
 Guild meeting presentation: 
 “The Great Skirt Project” 
 
April 8-9, 2017 
 JoAnn Bachelder, Bay City, MI 
 2-Day Workshop  “Designing 
 Stripes” 
 
April 10, 2017 
 JoAnn Bachelder, Bay City, MI 
 Guild meeting presentation: 
 “Color” 
 
May 8, 2017 
 Annual Business Meeting  
 Presentations from the Study Groups 
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A Letter from our President 
In continuing our theme of joy, I was trying to see what in my life in the 
weaving and fiber art area gives me joy.  
I think the thing that makes me smile the most is my grandson's re-
quest for a wool "shirt". He forgot the word sweater. I, of course, got 
the yarn and started on it right away. But then I had to get enough for 
my other grandsons as well. It should keep me busy for a while.  
I just found out something else that gives me joy. I acquired a new 
loom. It's a counterbalance which is something I'm not real familiar 
with and it's taking me a couple of days to figure out how to get it to 
work. I just got it to work. That brings me joy. 
We will be learning about another type of loom this month. I have a 
shawl made on this type of loom made by Lenore. It is so much fun to 
wear. The fringe sways with delight every time I wear it.  
We haven't been together since November because of the snow storm 
and the Holidays. I missed having the garage sale. Shall we still have 
one?  
I attended a WAFA sale committee meeting and we would like to know 
what sold the best of the things you brought to the sale? Also, how 
much it sold for? I am going to pass out 3 by 5 cards at the meeting.  
If you didn't have any thing in the sale but went to the sale what would 
you like to see more of? We will let you know the results. 
I am looking for ways to let other weavers and fiber artists know about 
our Guild so, I was wondering which social media you use the most? 
You can write it on the back of the 3 by 5 card. 
If you are making it for yourself or someone else, whether it is a "shirt" 
or sweater or if you're learning something new. Stay warm, wear wool. 
     Karen 

 

Sign-up soon for our next Workshop  

“Designing Stripes” 

April 8-9, 2017 with JoAnn Bachelder 
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Library News 

Martha Reeves has generously donated seven books to the guild library. We can benefit from her 

scholarly research of leno weaving, involving much searching through a wide range of historical ref-

erences. Browsing through these books, I gained an appreciation for the depth and breadth of weav-

ing around the world, and the diligence of those who worked to catalog and document it. You can 

see these books at the February meeting at the library corner.  

By the way, you as a member of the guild have at your fingertips over six hundred books, swatch 

books, workshop notebooks as well as magazines and DVDs on a wide variety of fiber topics. Just 

click on this link to our listing in Library Thing and search away. If you see something of interest, 

send me an email and I will bring it to the next meeting. Here’s the link: www.librarything.com/

catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo 

-Kristi Chapman, Guild librarian 

 

WGK Website Gallery Opening Soon! 

   

Want to share your recent project with others?   

Want to see what others are working on?   

Send photos (.jpg preferred) to Jill Strobel at heronwork@yahoo.com to have your project added to 

a new on-line photo gallery.  Please try to be sure no faces are shown, no cluttered backgrounds. We 

want to highlight the artistry and skill our membership demonstrates!   

 

Interested in training refugees to weave? 
 

    Our guild has been contacted by Barbara Hasan about 
whether anyone is interested in weaving training for Syrian 
and other refugees in Kalamazoo.  Please contact her ASAP 
if you are interested.  Thank you.  Barbara Hasan  

 269-544-1564  Email bhasan2009@gmail.com 

 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo
mailto:heronwork@yahoo.com
tel:(269)%20544-1564
mailto:bhasan2009@gmail.com
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EDUCATION CORNER   
(Many thanks to  Judith Jones  and Cyndee Mishler who contributed material for 

this column) 

 

Welcome Back!  The days are finally growing longer and while many think 

of February as the low point in the winter (unless you have a Birthday 

or a Valentine!), there are many holidays to enjoy and maybe the weather 

most conducive to staying inside and weaving/spinning/felting/knitting etc. 

 

This month we are showcasing the Four-Harness Study Group, one of our 

original study groups.  Although it is often the study group first 

recommended to new weavers (who may start out with 4 shaft looms and for 

whom “multi-shaft” sounds intimidating), its membership also boasts many 

experienced weavers who stay on sharing their expertise even when they’ve 

added more shafts to their looms. Judith Jones shares this synopsis: 

 

“We have tackled projects with a black and white theme, Crackle Weave, 

Double Weave, Summer and Winter and Rep Weave to name a few. I have 

been a member for 8 years… Many of our members start out by knowing 

very little about weaving...myself included...I did not have a loom when I 

first joined. I knew very little about weaving. I did not attempt our yearly 

project for 2 years as I was not sure I could even begin to understand warps 

and wefts let alone how to follow a pattern. We have members with a 

lifetime of experience who are so willing to help and mentor the newbies...it 

is a great group for both experienced and those just beginning….” 

 

Four-Harness typically has 10-15 members and welcomes newcomers. 

Meetings at members’ homes consist of social time (refreshments!), 

presentations and group discussion on a weaving topic and   lots of helpful 

Qs and As.  This guild year the group project is a potpourri of ideas—each 

member has a different project. One fun aspect of 4H:  they do field trips.  

Last year they went to Greenfield Village!  Why not check them out:  they 

meet from 9-12pm the 2nd Thursday of each month...September thru June 
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with the final meeting being a grand potluck lunch.  This year leadership is 

being shared between Nan Krapf and Judith Jones, both of whom would love 

to answer any questions.  Check out some 4-H  creations: 
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FIBER FACTOIDS: 

Here is your quiz this month:  
 

I. What is a Harness (as in Multi-Harness and Four-Harness 

Study Groups)? 

A. An arrangement of straps used to hold a parachute to a 

body 

B. A device that raises and lowers the warp threads on a 

loom (via heddles) 

C. Both A and B 

II. What is a Shaft (as in Multi-Shaft and 4 Shaft looms)? 

A. Any well-like passage or vertical enclosed space, as in a 

building for an elevator 

B. A device that raises and lowers the warp threads on a 

loom (via heddles) 

C. Both A and B 

 
If you answered C to both questions you are correct, but which is the 

“correct” term for weavers?  For that matter, why do we talk about our 

American looms as having shafts to hold the heddles but our study groups 

are named Multi-Harness and Four-Harness, and not Multi-Shaft or Four-

Shaft?    Why do weavers joke about shaft-envy and not harness-envy (ok, I 

may have set myself up there).  There are many discussions regarding the 

proper usage of these terms, and while most of us understand the intended 

meaning in a conversation and use the terms somewhat loosely, in the 

interest of accuracy I decided to do some research to learn the difference and 

when to use each.   

 

One source describes a harness as a group of shafts that work together for a 

"particular function".  So, using this definition, a true multi-harness loom 

would be one where a set of shafts were used for a ground warp and another 

set for pattern.  But to distinguish from say overshot where you have 

separately threaded ground and pattern heddles, in the true multi-harness 

situation (think of a draw loom attachment or complicated Smålandsväv  
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adjustment to a floor loom) you have the threads going through BOTH 

heddles. 

 

Things appear to have gotten muddied in the 80s and 90s through various 

weaving writers.  To quote Su Butler off the Internet: “A "harness" is a set of 

shafts. Most looms in the US. are single harness, multi-shaft looms. Each individual 

frame that holds the heddles is called a shaft. The larger element on a loom that houses 

the shafts is called a harness. I learned to weave in the early 1970's and the term harness 

was widely used in place of shaft. Sometime in the 1980's there was a call to begin to use 

the terminology more accurately, but you have a generation or two of weavers and 

multiple written resources using the terminology incorrectly. It takes a long time to 

reverse that....” 

And another contribution found on Weavolution: 

“Atwater writes harness, Mary E. Black uses harness throughout her Key to Weaving, 

and Fannin writes in Handloom Weaving Technology that in GB all the frames together 

are called the harness and "each frame separately 'the shaft'. Most often in the U.S. the 

term 'harness' refers to individual frames as well as to all harness frames together." Now, 

for somebody who learnt English as foreign languages and knows about hood and bonnet, 

boot and trunk, "harness" and "shaft" could be just further proof that England and 

America are two countries separated by a common language...” 

Perhaps a tempest in a teapot, since we all seem to know what we’re talking 

about regardless, but for those of you who have some interest (or are new 

weavers and puzzled), here is a link to a “Harness vs. Shaft” comment by 

Faith Varrone:  http://faithvarrone.com/harness-vs-shaft/ . 

 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!  

  
  

 
 

Gail Ross, Education Chair            Contact:  figeac@att.net  
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For sale: 4-6 harness older Leclerc jack loom, $450 
or best offer. Works well. Weavers Guild members 
10% off. Email Karen Vander Weele at kkvander-
weele@charter.net.  Photo at left. 

For Sale:   Four har-
ness/6treadle Schacht 
Baby Wolf loom, 26" 
weaving width. Comes 
with 2 boat shuttles, 
wolf trap (fits on 
breast beam to hold 
shuttles, etc.), stroller, 
12-dent reed, & 400 in-
serted eye heddles. 
I was very happy to be 
able to purchase it for 
my beginning loom but 
am ready to graduate 
to something more 
complicated. It's a 
great workshop loom. 
Am just asking what I 
paid for it -- $950.00 
Contact Terri Smith 
rwests-
mith@comcast.net or 
269/365-2464.  Photos 
at right. 

For Sale:  Community Inclusive Recreation, a non-
profit group in Battle Creek, has a number of looms 
that it would like to sell for very reasonable prices. 
These are the looms 2- LeClerc, Artisat, Jack 36" 4 
& 8 Harness- Also Back Hinge Treadle Option (one 
is broken). 2-Schacht Table loom (we may keep one 
of these). 1 or 2 -Kessenich Floor Loom 1- Vintage 
1950's loom and it works great! Unsure about the 
brand and type. Also, tons of string and yard 
spools. If anyone is interested or would like more 
information, she/he can contact the Executive Di-
rector -- Heather Meyer -- at 269-9688249, ext 11. 

mailto:kkvanderweele@charter.net
mailto:kkvanderweele@charter.net
mailto:rwestsmith@comcast.net
mailto:rwestsmith@comcast.net
tel:269%2F365-2464
tel:(269)%20968-8249
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Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 

P.O. Box 2795 

Kalamazoo, MI  49007 

 

We have a Facebook site!   

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 

 

 

Please visit, like, and post  on our site!   

 


