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Think Like a Weaver 

Color and Texture 
I recently went on a trip East for a 
weaving conference.  When I am a 
passenger traveling, I take note of 
all the color and texture around 
me.  The fields of grains offer 
textures beyond my imagination.  
Have you noticed how colors in 
nature seem to blend so 
beautifully together?  The sun rise 
on our way home had many hues 
of Blue combined with dusty Pink, 
then accented in Yellow.  How 
could you go wrong with these 
colors?  Have you been to a 

restaurant and analyzed the weave 
structure of the seats?  I just can’t 
help myself when I do that.  We 
have so much inspiration around 
us.  We just need to absorb it.   

Dine with Heather 
 

All members and guests are invited to an appreciation dinner for our guest speaker  
Heather Winslow and her Husband 

to be held at the Fieldstone Grill in the Woodbridge Shopping Center  
(3970 W. Centre, Portage, 269-321-8480) 

on Monday October 8 at 5pm 
Please contact Judith Jones either via text, phone or e-mail if you plan on attending. 

 

At our next Guild meeting, 
October 8, we will have much to 
absorb when Heather Winslow 
presents the Theo Moorman inlay 
technique.  We will see how she 
interprets color and texture in her 
apparel.  This will cause us to 
dream of our adventures in 
weaving projects yet to come.  I 
am looking forward to seeing all 

of you then. 
See you then,  

Martha Reeves, President 

theweaver@charter.net 

 

 

SALE COUNTDOWN 
 

October November 
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Secretary – Anne Mehring 
Treasurer – Nancy Krapf 
Education – Nancy Crampton 
Program Committee Chair – Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Workshop Coordinator – Judith Jones 
Mentor Program – Esther James 
Scholarship Program – acting, Anne Mehring 
Shuttle Editor – Marta G. Williams 
Yearbook Editor – Nancy Clark 
Yearbook Fabric – Nancy Crampton 
Service Bureau Coordinator – Ellen Colston 
Librarian – Kristi Chapman 
Library Storage – Martha Reeves 
Membership – Marta G. Williams 
Newcomers/Welcoming – Bev Munson, Karen Lasen 
Photographer – Stephanie Kyhn 
Historian/Archivist – Joanne Casey Smith 
Hospitality Chair – Dawn Mergener 
Equipment Rental – Nancy Frost 
Arts Council Rep – Gretchen Huggett 
MLH Rep – acting, Martha Reeves 
WAFA Chair – Kristie Chapman, Nancy Crampton 
WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 
WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 
Exemption Committee – Mary Ippel, Anne Mehring, 
Nancy Thornton 

 
 
 

WGK WORKSHOPS 
 
 
Crackle Weave and More 
Susan Wilson 
March 9-10, 2013  9 am to 4 pm 
‘Crackle Weave is a surprisingly versatile weave with 
exciting design potential on just 4 shafts.  This 
workshop covers the essentials of drafting and 
designing in the classic crackle weave, with 
consideration of design elements of proportion, 
color, value and texture.  In addition, we will explore 
the many variations possible by treadling crackle in 
the manner of other weaves, e.g. summer and winter, 
and by using special treadings, e.g. polychrome.  
Your sample will include at least twelve distinctly 
different fabrics, all on crackle weave threading.’ 
 
Participants: 18 
 
To register for this workshop, fill out the registration 
form available on the website 
www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org.under forms.  A 
copy of the WGK Workshop Subsidy Policy can also 
be found on the website under forms.    

Programs for 2012-13 
7 pm at the Portage Senior Center 

 

October 8, 2012 
Theo Moorman Inlay with a Fashion Show  
Heather Winslow  
‘Theo Moorman inlay weave structure allows you to create an 
isolated image of any shape or size wherever desired on the 
surface of background cloth.  Imagine being able to weave a 
flower or a landscape in luscious colors and textures that 
literally sits on top of the background fabric.’ 

November 12, 2012 
Towels:Transcending Tradition  
JoAnn Bachelder  
‘I think of myself as a weaver.  Iget as much pleasure from 
weaving a towel as I do weaving a wall piece.  My satisfaction 
comes from creating something that will be touched by others 
and bring pleasure to their lives.’ 

December 10, 2012 
WGK Holiday Celebration and Garage Sale 
‘Goodies’ will be provided by the WGK board as a thank you 
to members for their continued support of the Guild.  Come 
and have fun with your friends. 

February 11, 2013 
To Be Determined 

March 11, 2013 
Classic Crackle Weave and More  
Susan Wilson  
‘Crackle Weave is a surprisingly versatile weave with great 
design potential. It is a block weave that shares some 
characteristics with overshot and summer and winter, but has 
its own advantages and idiosyncrasies.’  

April 8, 2013 
Jacquard Looms and Fancy American Coverlets 
Richard and Chris Jeryan   
More information will be provided in a later Shuttle. 

May 13, 2013 
Final Meeting of our Fiscal Year   
Approval of the budget for fiscal year 2013-14; Election of 
officers and recognition of the years’ volunteers, Guild 
members and study groups ‘Show and Tell.’  Dessert will be 
provided by the Board. 
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Study Groups 
One of the great benefits of membership in the Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo is the chance to grow as a fiber artist.  

In addition to having workshops and lectures presented by experts from outside our membership, we learn from each other 
in the form of monthly get- togethers led by one of our members.  

Here is information on our current study groups.  
If interested in joining a study group, contact the listed group leader. 

 
 

Four Harness 

We meet the second Thursday of the month at 9:30 am at members’ homes. Our project this year is learning the basics of crackle 
weave. The expertise of our members ranges from beginner to expert. We welcome new members at any time. We share our successes 
as well as our “oops”! Join our group, gain knowledge and have a great time. 
Contact JoAnn Johnson jjohnson111@email.itt-tech.edu  

Moonbeamers 

As its name implies, Moonbeamers meets by the light of the moon!  On the fourth  Monday of each month, with the exception of 
December, we gather at a fellow member’s home at 7 pm for snacks and weaving conversations.  The October 22 meeting will be held 
at Judi Southwell’s home, where we will begin discussing untried weave structures. This would be a great time for interested weavers to 
join us. 
Contact Nan Krapf nannok@sbcglobal.net  

Multi-Harness 

Multi-harness meets on the third Wednesday of the month, Sept-Oct and Dec-May, 9:30-11:30 am, in a different member's home each 
month. We currently have 15 members, which would make it difficult to add more; however, plans are in the works to spin off a 
second multi-harness group, at this point called Multi-Harness Too. In 2012-13, the original multi-harness group will focus on sharing 
individual progress and producing individual special projects inspired by a group-selected piece of fine art. The inspiration painting 
chosen is ‘Florentine Villa District” by Paul Klee.  The new group will be headed by Mimi Cummings (time, place, and 2012-13 focus as 
yet undecided) and will be open to both those who are new to designing multi-harness weaves and those experienced in weaving with 
more-than-four shafts.  No strict requirements will be placed on either group's membership. 
For Multi-Harness contact Nancy Frost nafrost@prodigy.net      For Multi-Harness Too contact Mimi Cummings 342-6943 

Spinning 

Spinning meets the third Friday of the month in the basement of the Parchment Library from 10 am until 2 pm. Some of our members 
work, so they can only come for an hour or two during that time frame but that is OK. We bring our lunch and spin as we eat; coffee 
and tea are provided. Although many of us are experienced spinners, we love to have new spinners join us, and we have some really 
good teachers in our group.  This year our focus is on making art yarn - although not all members will stick with that theme. New 
members are welcome.  
Contact Terri Smith rwestsmith@comcast.net or Carolyn Snyder cesnyder@att.net  

Swatch 

The Swatch Study Group is our Guild's first "virtual" study group and is dedicated to individualized study of weave structure. We have 
a swatch exchange at the group's annual (and only) live meeting in May.  The rest of the year we work on our own, using email as 
needed to share comments and ask/answer questions.  We have existed for six years and have amassed an impressive collection of 
fabric samples covering many different weaves and techniques. The Guild Library receives a copy of our samples that is available for 
the total Guild membership to use. This group appeals to the independent weaver who chooses her own study topic and works at her 
own speed.  It is also perfect for those of us who, for reasons of job and family schedules, or where we live, would find regularly 
scheduled meetings a problem, but who want a study group structure and goals. By October 15, each year we ask for a firm 
commitment from members so we know the number of swatches we need to prepare for the May meeting. New members are 
welcome. 
Contact Gail Ross figeac@att.net  

Please Note 

Other study groups form when there is interest. In the past these have included Felting (Dawn Edwards), Basketry (Jan Bowen) and 
Clothing (Patty Reid). Please contact Education Chair, Nancy Crampton with ideas for new study groups. 

 

STUDY GROUP UPDATES 
 

Spinners Group -  For those participating in the art yarn project this year, bring some pre-drafted 

roving for ease of  spinning, and several plied yarns for wrapping. 

Swatch Group - If  you wish to join, send an email to Gail Ross figeac@att.net by October 15th. 

 

mailto:jjohnson111@email.itt-tech.edu
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Library Review 
 

A Fiber Artist’s Guide to Color 
with Laura Bryant 

(DVD) 
 
Last year the Moonbeamer’s Study Group 
purchased this DVD and used it for their focus 
on color study.  Each month they watched one 
or two chapters and discussed the color theory 
presented.  There are lots of  books and videos 
on color, but what makes this one special is that 
yarn is used to present the theories.  Discussion 
includes the fact that the texture of  yarn affects 
how the color is perceived. 
 
If  interested, this DVD is available from the 
Guild Library.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

LiBRARY NEWS 

 
I am always amazed at the depth of  weaving 
knowledge and enthusiasm of  the members of  
this guild. Sadly, I never met Faye Wingate, and 
now I have just received eight more books from 
her estate. They are sumptuous collections of  
weaving traditions in tapestry, fiber arts, and 
world crafts. I will bring them to the guild 
meetings to introduce you to her vision of  fiber, 
textiles, and design. Special thanks to Anne May 
for shepherding these materials from the family 
to us. As always, they are available for you to 
sign out, along with the 481 other books in your 
guild library. 

-Kristi Chapman, WGK librarian 

 

 

 

WAFA News 
 

The WAFA sale is only seven weeks away!  I hope 
you are weaving or spinning or felting something 
in your specialty for the sale. It is always enjoyable 
seeing our collective talents when it’s all laid out 
for display. 
 
If  you have a question about any of  your items, 
please see the Exemption Committee.  
 
The Exemption Committee will be available 
before the guild meeting in October and 
November ONLY.  
 

There will be no review of  any 
items on sale day. 

 
Guidelines are available on the guild website 
(www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org  under forms) 
and in printed form at the Guild meetings. If  you 
are a new member and need help with the 
guidelines, feel free to ask one of  us.  
 
We are also considering adding more lighting; if  
you have any ideas, suggestions, or lamps you’d be 
willing to lend, please see me. Postcards and sale 
tags will be available at the October meeting. 

Kristi Chapman, WAFA Co-chair 

 

Hospitality Schedule 

2012-2013 

 
If  you have any questions or concerns please feel 
free to contact me. Thank you! 
                                                 Dawn Mergener, Hospitality Chair 
                                            657-7321 or jnd49079@gmail.com 

 
Oct. 8, 2012 - Four Harness group 
Nov. 12, 2012 - Multi-harness group 
Dec.10, 2012 - WGK Board 
Feb. 11, 2013 - Spinning group 
Mar. 11, 2013 - Moonbeamers group 
Apr. 8, 2013 - Swatch Exchange  
May 13, 2013 - WGK Board 
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Interweave Press is again offering special 
subscription offers for Guild members.   
All active Guild members are invited to 
participate in this fantastic, money saving 
opportunity.   
 
Act NOW and you can get a full year of  any 
of  Interweave’s 12 magazines for only $18 
each.  This is the lowest price available. 
 
The magazines included in this special are: 
Handwoven                  Spin-Off       
Cloth Paper Scissors     Quilting Arts 
Beadwork                     Piecework 
Wire Jewelry                 Jewelry Stringing 
Jewelry Artist               Drawing 
Knits                           Crochet  
If  you are interested, please email the Shuttle 
Editor, martag1111@yahoo.com, and she will 
forward the email offer to you. 
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Needed 
 

Items for Exhibit 
 

To showcase the talent of  our members and 
advertise the WAFA sale, the Board has 
obtained a small, secure, vitrine exhibit space 
in the Portage Library. The exhibit will run 
from October through December 31st. 
 
If  you have small fiber art creations that 
you won’t be selling at the Sale and are 
willing to exhibit, please bring these items to 
the October General Meeting and give them 
to Nancy Crampton, Esther James or Anne 
Mehring. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lestra Hazel 
 

is a featured artist at the 
 

October Art Hop 
 
Using 8 Paul Klee paintings as inspiration, 
Lestra has used rep weave, point twills, 
summer and winter polychrome, shadow 
weave and four-harness lace weave structures 
to create her pieces. 
 

Lestra’s work is being exhibited at the 

Midtown Gallery 
 

The show opening is 

October 5, 2012, 5-8 pm 
and continues through October 27, 2012. 

 
 

mailto:martag1111@yahoo.com


  
WGK Calendar of events 

October 2012 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 3 

 

4 5 

Lestra at 

Art Hop 

6 

7 8 
General 
Meeting 
7 pm 
Portage Senior 
Center 

 

9 10 
Board Meeting 
1 pm 
Portage Library 

11 
Four Harness 
9:30 am 

 

 

12 13 

14 15 
Swatch Group 
sign-up deadline 

16 17 
Multi-Harness 
9:30am 

18 19 
Spinners 
10am-2pm 
Parchment 
Library 

 

20 

21 22 
Moonbeamers 
7pm 

23 24 25 

3 weeks until 
the  
WAFA Sale! 
 

26 
SHUTTLE 
deadline 

 

27 

28 29 30 31 

 

   

 

Weavers and Fiber Artists, Inc.  

Annual Sale November 17-19, 2011  

June 1,  2011 - May 31, 2012  

                        Beginning Balance (6/1/11)     $      6,934.51   

        

Deposits (MC, Cash, Change, Tax, Tags)    $   33,084.76   

        

Paid to Artists      $ (24,558.40)  

        

Sales Tax Paid      $   (1,702.78)  

        

Expenses       $   (4,171.84)  

 Supplies    $     (268.03)    

 Advertising   $     (821.11)    

 Rent    $ (1,472.00)    

 MC Charges   $     (531.21)    

 Accounting   $     (250.19)    

 Mich. Dept. Labor   $       (20.00)    

 Equipment   $     (381.80)    

 Change    $     (427.50)    

        Donated to Guild (2010 Sale)     $   (2,000.00)  

        Ending Balance      $      7,586.25   

                
Respectfully submitted, Martha Reeves, Jill Strobel, WAFA Treasurer  

Page 6                                                                                                              The Shuttle    October  2012 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WEAVING 
TIPS: 

 
       Save money by purchasing screen door strips 

for warp packing sticks. They are smooth and 

straight and you can cut them easily to the length 

you need for your loom. These are available at 

Home Depot or similar place. The sticks help even 

out the warp tension when added to your warp when 

beaming your loom. 

To accurately gauge the amount of time you 

spend weaving a piece, use a plug-in clock (if you 

have such a thing).  Set the clock to noon and plug 

it in when you begin your project.  Each time you 

stop working on the project, unplug the clock.  Plug 

it in again when you begin your project again.  At 

the end of your project, you’ll have an accurate (and 

usually surprising) idea of the length of time your 

project takes.   Lestra Hazel 

 
Please send your tip/question  to the Shuttle 
Editor  martag1111@yahoo.com.  

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 
POBox 2795 
Kalamazoo, MI  49007 

2012 SHUTTLE deadlines 
For 2012 November SHUTTLE – October 26, 2012 

For 2012 December SHUTTLE – November 23, 2012 

For 2013 February SHUTTLE – January 25, 2013 

Send items for the SHUTTLE to the SHUTTLE Editor at martag1111@yahoo.com  
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