
 

Weaver’s Guild of Kalamazoo, Inc    
www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org 

  Shuttle          
 

The 

Connecting Through Fiber 

December 2016 

Volume 49 

Issue 4 

Our Next Meeting Is:   

December 12 , 2016 

7:00 pm 

Holiday Party 

Garage Sale (set-up 6:30) 

Felting Project 

 

Please join us! 

Shuttle Deadlines: 

For February 2017—January 27, 2017 

For March 2017—February 24, 2017 

For April 2017—March 24, 2017 

 

Please send items for The Shuttle to the 

editor at 

Paula.M.Clare@gmail.com 
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2016-2017 Officers and  

Committee Chairs 
President – Karen VanderWeele 

Vice President –  Margie Glenn 

Secretary – Terri Smith 

Treasurer – Karin Cote´ 

Education – Gail Ross 

Program/Workshop Coordinator –  Margie Glenn 

Scholarship Program – Anne Mehring  

Shuttle Editor – Paula Clare 

Webmaster—Jill Strobel 

Yearbook Editor –  Mindy Tai  

Yearbook Fabric – Cathy McCarthy/Helen Duffy 

Service Bureau Coordinator – Melissa Powers  

Librarian – Kristi Chapman  

Library Storage – Martha Reeves  

Membership – Juanita Manning-Walsh  

Newcomers/Welcoming –  Holly Jensen  

Photographer – Linda Innes  

Historian/Archivist – Lenore Snyder  

Hospitality Chair –  VACANT 

Equipment Rental – Nancy Frost  

Arts Council Rep – Gretchen Huggett  

MLH Rep – Letty Klein 

WAFA Chair – Nancy Crampton 

WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 

WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 

Exemption Committee –  Nancy Clark, Karen Kendall, 
Nancy Arlidge 

Study Groups 
For more information, contact the study group 

leader. 

Four Harness – Nancy Krapf/Judith Jones
– meets second Thursday at 9:30 am at mem-
bers’ homes.   

Moonbeamers—Helen Lemmer – meets 

fourth Monday at 7 pm at members’ homes.   

Multi-Harness—Marta Williams – meets 
third Wednesday at 9:30 am at members’ 
homes.   

Spinners—Terri Smith/Carolyn Snyder – 

meets third Friday 10 am to 2 pm at Parchment 
Library.          

Swatch Exchange—Gail Ross – a virtual 
study group.  

CSW—Lenore Snyder—meets third Tuesday,  
10:30 am to 12:30 pm at Marshall District Li-
brary.  No meetings Nov.—Feb.  

2016-2017  

 

WGK Program 

 

December 12, 2016 
 Garage Sale and Holiday Program 
 
January—No Meeting 
 
February 13, 2017 
 Lenore Snyder, Hillsdale, MI 
 Guild meeting presentation: 
 “Do You Hear What I See?” 
 
March 13, 2017 
 Beth Smith, Howell, MI 
 Guild meeting presentation: 
 “The Great Skirt Project” 
 
April 8-9, 2017 
 JoAnn Bachelder, Bay City, MI 
 2-Day Workshop  “Designing 
 Stripes” 
 
April 10, 2017 
 JoAnn Bachelder, Bay City, MI 
 Guild meeting presentation: 
 “Color” 
 
May 8, 2017 
 Annual Business Meeting  
 Presentations from the Study Groups 
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Thank you to our fabulous hosts! 

A big “Thank You” goes to Cathy and Mike 
McCarthy for hosting Carol Irving, our Novem-

ber presenter.  Your fabulous hospitality is 
much appreciated by the guild. 

  Letter from the President 
Do you remember the picture of the warp that I 
posted on the Facebook page? It is the up on the 
Page if you want to see. Well it's finally been tied up 
and  we started to work it today. I'll show you what I 
made at the meeting. Here is a picture of the work. 
You can guess what it is. It is so good to get back to 
weaving regularly. I missed it.  
Weaving is one of the things that brings me joy.   
 As we come into this holiday season, all of the 
things that we do with our hands weaving, knitting, 
spinning, crocheting, and felting. All of it brings us 
joy.  
   Come, join us December 12th at the Portage Senior 
Center for a Fiber Arts garage sale and holiday get 
together. We can make new friends and enjoy the 
company of the friends we've had for a long time.  
   Don't forget the cookies to share. See you at 7. Set 
up is at 6:30 for the garage sale. 
    
   Karen 

December Meeting  

Monday, December 12, 2016 

Please bring a dozen cookies to share at our December meeting.  

As part of our program, we will have a “make and take” felted book-

mark activity, or you can choose to sit, knit and visit. 
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WAFA News 

WAFA hopes that everyone had a successful sale.  Thanks to 
all who entered items in the sale.  Thanks also to everyone who 
helped out by volunteering time and energy to make this suc-
cessful.  We couldn’t do this without the help of all the guild 
members who participated! 

 

Library News 

NEW! Following the workshop and October program by Rebecca Fox, we now have 
her book “The Weaver’s Weevil.” Her book is full of practical weaving and color in-
formation, and, while it includes 22 projects for 4, 6, and 8 harness, it is intended to 
be a launch point for your own exploration. I found several useful ideas that I am 
anxious to apply to my own weaving [I vow to weave napkins in time for the WAFA 
sale next year!]. 

A second new book was donated from the estate of former member Norma Gardner. 
“Designs and Patterns from North African Carpets & Textiles.” I was fascinated by the 
intricate designs that the author has helpfully graphed for any fiber enthusiast to ap-
ply to tapestries, tablet weaving, pickup weaving, or, heck, a knotted-pile rug. If you 
love symmetry like me, you will enjoy looking through this book to marvel at the 
wealth of designs collected throughout several countries of north Africa. Both books 
are available for you to check out at the library table at the December guild meeting. 

Also thanks to Norma and several other members, many books and magazines have 
been donated to the library. We are selling the duplicates and other fiber-related ma-
terials (think sewing and knitting) at the December meeting garage sale. Here is your 
chance to stock your personal library and kick in a few dollars for the library’s new-
book fund. 

-Kristi Chapman, Guild Librarian 

Missing Items from WAFA Sale! 

Several artists are missing  items following the WAFA sale.  Please 

check your belongings to be sure nothing extra is hiding in the 

folds, because many of the items are small ones.  If you do find 

something, please contact the artist.  Thank you very much! 
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Treasurer’s Report   



Page 6                                                                                  December 2016 Shuttle 

 

Wanted Items: 

We are going to try having a “wanted” list in The Shuttle as well as listing items for 

sale.   Please submit a short description with contact information to Paula Clare to be 

included in The Shuttle issues. 

1) Wanted:  8 harness Baby Wolf loom.  Contact Margie Glenn   

  mushing_magg@yahoo.com 

2) Wanted:  8 harness workshop loom—similar to Baby Wolf.  Contact Paula Clare 

  Paula.M.Clare@gmail.com  269-615-4129 

 

EDUCATION CORNER   

(Many thanks to Nancy Reile, Lestra Hazel, Cory Zann, Cyndee Mishler and Cathy 
McCarthy who contributed material for this column) 

 

This month we are showcasing the Moonbeamers study group that began back in 
1985.   All the study groups, prior to that time, were meeting during the day, and those 
who worked all day could not attend day time meetings.  So, taking matters in their 
own hands, and since Susan Wilson and Cathy McCarthy were co-owners of the Yarn 
Merchant, the study group formed and the first meetings were held upstairs at the 
shop during evening hours. [For those of you wondering where the name 
“Moonbeamers” originated, it was chosen out of several suggestions including the col-
orful “Ladies of the Night”.] 

Quoting Nancy’s summary: “One of the group’s first projects was a friendship cover-
let.   We each used a cotton warp and some Harrisville Design 2 ply for the weft, using 
name drafts woven in overshot fashion.  Kati Meek taught us how to design the name 
drafts using pencil and graph paper - this was prior to computers and weaving soft-
ware being readily available to the public.   The 10/2 cotton yarn some ordered for the 
warp was not strong, and there was a lot of breakage.  Along with the broken yarns, 
and a couple of people dropping out after we had all started the project, some of us be-
gan jokingly calling it the "Enemy Coverlet" instead of the "Friendship Cover-
let!"  Despite the challenges of this project, we exchanged the squares we’d each woven 
and many of us assembled the squares into blankets that we still cherish today.” 
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 Moonbeamers continued to meet at business locations after the Yarn Merchant closed 
including at Karen Friend’s shop Friends in Fiber followed by Jan Bowen’s family in-
surance agency.   They continued to work on collaborative projects including weaving 
Repweave placemats in Christmas colors for each member of the group.  This project 
incurred no jokes about enemy weavers, as the group worked very well together and 
came away with long-loved placemat collections.  Lestra Hazel wrote up an article 
about the rep project that was published in the Sept. / Oct. 1993 issue of Handweav-
ers. 

The group’s favorite project was taking a Monet bridge and water lily painting as in-
spiration and each member created whatever she wished.  Table linens, scarves and 
clothing all emerged from this inspiration, in different colors, depending on which 
part of the painting inspired the weaver.  Probably the most memorable creation was 
Patti Chipman’s Frog on a Water Lily.  Both the frog and lily were made of handwoven 
fabric. Her scene was set on a piece of plexiglas that looked like water. 

This year the group has selected two samples out of the Swatch Study Group books 
and each member can choose one or both of them to try.   How wonderful that one 
study group is looking to another study group for inspiration!  The group meets the 4th 
Monday of the month at 7pm at members’ homes and the current leader is Helen 
Lemmer.   

 

Check out some of Moonbeamers’ work: 
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And Moonbeamers Past (2006): 

And Present: 
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FIBER FACTOIDS: 

 

Since we don’t have a January Shuttle, this will be our last Quiz for a while.  So, put on 
your thinking cap:   What is the meaning of “woof”? 

 

The sound your dog might make greeting you at the door 

An older (but still valid) word for “weft” in weaving  

OK, both are correct this time although only one pertains to weaving.  Moving on from 
Fido, why is it that we often hear use of the phrase ‘WARP AND WOOF” but in our 
own current weaving vernacular “woof” has been replaced by “weft”—at least among 
most weavers discussing weaving and in weaving publications. 

A bit of etymology from the Internet:   

The word “weft” comes from an Old English word, wefan, which means “to weave.” 
Since these threads are the ones that are literally woven in a textile, this origin makes 
sense. “Warp,” on the other hand, comes from an Old Norse word, varp, which means 
“the cast of a net.” The warp of a fabric, in other words, acts like a net to capture the 
weft, holding these threads firmly so that they will not escape.  You cannot have a fab-
ric without this interlacement so the terms are inseparable in the literal sense of weav-
ing, and this idea of closeness carries over into figurative uses of the terms as well. 

“Woof” also comes from old English for weaving and for those of you who like words, 
you can see the development of the term in versions of the Bible over the years: 

Wycliffe (1382): “in the oof, or in the werpe.” 
Tyndale (1530) “in the warpe or wolfe 
King James (1611) “in the warp, or woof” 

New King James (1982) “Also, if a garment has a leprous plague in it, whether it is a 
woolen garment or a linen garment, whether it is in the warp or woof of linen or wool, 
whether in leather or in anything made of leather…” (Leviticus 39:47-48) 

Some sources suggest that “warp and woof” is more often used figuratively, while 
“warp and weft” is used more literally, and certainly among those more familiar with 
the craft of weaving.  Indeed, to murder a much-used product slogan to show the dif-
ference: “cotton-- the warp and woof of our lives… composed of tightly sett warp and 
weft”. 
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Well, hopefully this is interesting, but what about something educational?  Last month 
I included some ideas for choosing your correct warp sett.  What about choosing the 
correct weft sett.? “Picks per Inch” (or p.p.i.) is the number of weft threads per inch of 
woven fabric, a pick being a single weft thread. In general, the higher the number of 
picks per inch, the finer the fabric is. (And, picking up from last month, failure to have 
enough picks per inch can also result in sleazy fabric!)  As a corollary, the finer the 
weft thread used, the more picks that need to be thrown per inch of fabric.  Thus, if 
you choose to weave with a 60/2 silk weft thread, better eat that spinach to stay strong 
to the finish–you’ll be throwing the shuttle many, many times. 

What about designs?  If you want to square your patterns (e.g. in overshot) then strict 
numbers may not always work.  You will want to keep track of the number of picks re-
quired to create the 45- degree diagonal that accompanies the perfect square, but also 
your energy, stress, and concentration levels can impact the result.  This is where us-
ing grosgrain ribbon with the pattern carefully measured and marked can be a big 
help.  No one will know if you have a couple weft threads over or under the mathe-
matical ideal, but they will see differences in the patterns if off square, so use the rib-
bon as a guide for how the pattern will come out to the eye, if not the brain. 

The photo below shows a lovely marked grosgrain ribbon that wasn’t applied early 
enough in the weaving.  Close, but two picks off from the desired pattern—what would 
YOU do?    (hint…or should I call this “confession”: you can change your design and re
-mark the ribbon and vow to sin no more as you continue weaving!) Notice that gros-
grain ribbons can be labeled with the name of your project so you can save and reuse 
them. 
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Let’s end with The Oxford Book of English Verse, quoting parts of The Curse Upon Ed-
ward by Thomas Gray:  

 

  WEAVE the warp, and weave the woof, 

  The winding-sheet of Edward’s race. 

   Give ample room, and verge enough 

  The characters of hell to trace. 

  … 

  Now, brothers, bending o’er th’ accursed 

  Stamp we our vengeance deep, and ratify his doom. 

 

  Edward, lo! To sudden fate 

  (Weave we the woof.  The thread is spun) 

  Half of thy heart we consecrate. 

  (The web is wove.  The work is done.) 

 

Until we reconvene, may your fabrics not be leprous, may your looms not be accursed, 
but may the time indoors be filled with many warps and wefts and even an occasional 
“woof” from Fido! 

 

HAPPY WINTER SOLSTICE!  SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY…
MEANWHILE, IT’S ONLY DAYS BEFORE HOURS OF SUNSHINE 
START INCREASING AGAIN! 

 

 

Gail Ross, Education Chair            Contact:  figeac@att.net  

mailto:figeac@att.net


 

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 

P.O. Box 2795 

Kalamazoo, MI  49007 

 

We have a Facebook site!   

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo 

 

 

Please visit, like, and post  on our site!   

 


