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A note from your president……. 
 

What an Accomplishment! 
Our Guild had 9 winners out of 55 total pieces in the Michigan League of 
Handweavers 18th Biennial Fiber Show - that is quite an 
accomplishment!   
To honor these projects and give our membership a chance to view 
them, please bring these winning pieces to the September meeting: 
Grechen Huggett, Mary Ippel, Lestra Hazel, Sue Hale, Ann Niemi, Nancy 
Frost, Letty Klein, and Julie Daniels.   Linda Blue and Marta Williams had 

lovely pieces on exhibit as well. 

Greetings WGK, Inc. Members, 
By now most summer projects, food 
preservation, trips, conferences, 
workshops, classes, school shopping, 
and other such summer activities are 
coming to an end.   It is time to think 
about the WAFA Sale coming up and 
begin, if you have not already, to get 
ready.    A challenge for each guild 
member this fall, is to put at least ten 
more fiber projects in the Sale this 
year than you did last year. 

 
Please know…..A loom is warped at 
Gretchen and Helen’s studio for our 
MLH Swatch Fabric project.  Being a 
member guild of MLH, our guild is 
responsible for a swatch this year.  
Hopefully, many of you can help 
weave this fabric.  Please call ahead to 
make sure one of them is on site to 
let you into the building. 
Continued on Page 4………………. 
 

Join Inge for dinner   
Monday,  September 8 at 5pm             

Fieldstone Grill in the Woodbridge Shopping Center 
 (3970 W. Centre, Portage, 269-321-8480) 

 Please contact Letty Klein either via phone or e-mail  
One week prior, if you plan on attending 

Check this out……. In this issue……two book reviews-page 5, 

Multi-Harness invitation-page 4,  Volunteer opportunities-page 6, 
Upcoming Tillers’ workshops-page 9,  Swatch Study Group Info-page 4, 
looms for sale-page 6,  Exhibits with fiber-page 7, the first in a series on 
Seminars 2014, Marta’s payback to the Guild-page 7 

 



 

 

 
 
2014-2015 Officers & 
Com m ittee Chairs  
President – Cathy McCarthy 
Vice President – Letty Klein 
Secretary – Marcia Freridge 
Treasurer – Nancy Krapf 
Education – Judith Jones 
Program Committee Chair – Letty Klein 
Program Coordinator – Letty Klein 
Mentor Program – Terri Smith 
Scholarship Program – Anne Mehring 
Shuttle Editor – Marta G. Williams 
Yearbook Editor –  Mindy Tai 
Yearbook Fabric – Gail Ross 
Service Bureau Coordinator – Melissa Powers 
Librarian – Kristi Chapman 
Library Storage – Martha Reeves 
Membership – Marta G. Williams 
Newcomers/Welcoming –  Marta G. Williams 
Photographer – Stephanie Kyhn 
Historian/Archivist – Joanne Casey Smith 
Hospitality Chair –  Cyndee Mishler 
Equipment Rental – Nancy Frost 
Arts Council Rep – Gretchen Huggett 
MLH Rep – Cathy McCarthy 
WAFA Chair – Nancy Crampton 
WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 
WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 
Exemption Committee –  Anne Mehring,  
Nancy Clark, Pam VanDeGrift 

 
 

Our Workshops 

for 2014-15 

 

A Workshop/Demo sign up form is enclosed in this 
SHUTTLE and available on our website: 
www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org  

Jeannine Glaves, October 12, 2014: Techniques 

that Expand a Spinner’s Creativity.  This class will challenge 

you to use your spinning skills and ‘found’ materials.  Bring a sense of 
adventure for a fun ‘exploration’ to expand your creativity.  It will have you 
looking at your surroundings with a new spinner’s eye. 

 

Rosalie Neilson, March 7-8, 2015: Color & 

Design in Huck Lace Towels Huck lace is a weave structure that 

produces three distinct textures: warp floats, weft floats, and plain weave. 
Woven on a 4-shaft loom, huck lace is a 2-block structure capable of 
producing sixteen different effects. Woven on an 8-shaft loom, huck lace is a 
6-block structure capable of producing over a million designs. REALLY! 
Weavers will use four different colors of 8/2 cotton and thread their looms 
prior to the workshop. Warping instructions will explain the placement of 
color. Weavers will work exclusively on their own looms developing a series of 
designs. There will be four different drafts to choose from depending on the 
number of shafts and the width of the loom.  

 

2014-15 Program s 
7 pm  

Portage Senior Center 

Doors open at 6:30 pm 

 

September 8-Inge Dam “Trunk Show / Fashion 

Show” It is time for a fashion show! Come and get inspired!  Many different 

garments and shawls will be shown. The work I have created over the last 
several years will be modeled by participants. The items have been made using 
many different weaving techniques and have been decorated with various 
types of embellishments. Four of the garments have been in the Convergence 
Fashion Show. During the show, I will explain how each piece was woven 
and how some of the embellishments on the garments were made. Many of 
the items have been made with fabrics where I have combined tablet weaving 
and loom weaving. 

October 13-Jeannine Glaves “A Journey to 

Creativity” Jeannine will share her journey of spinning, weaving and 

creativity.  Technicians and color/texture fiber folks will be challenged to 
look at their projects with a sense of humor, discovery, and play. 

November 9- Rich Fitz   “One Man’s Journey in 

Weaving” This presentation will be about how Rich got started in fiber 

arts using wool from his flock of sheep.  He will share lessons he has learned 
along the way, examples of his products, and the looms they were made with.  
He will discuss his creative process and how he markets his woven goods. 

February 10-Amy Tyler “Show Me a Miracle”  I once 

attended a lecture by renowned dance historian and critic, Walter Sorell. An 
audience member asked him, “What do you look for when you critique a 
dance performance?” He responded, “I seek from dance what I seek from 
life: Show me a miracle.” Although he was talking about the product of an 
artistic endeavor, I think the same applies to the creative process. There are 
miracles all around us. We can find creative inspiration in many sources, both 
artistic and mundane. Mostly, you just need to keep your eyes and your mind 
open to patterns and possibilities. In this presentation, I will share sources 
that I have found personally inspiring in creating my knit designs. I hope, too, 
to provide you with ideas for finding your own sources of inspiration. 

March 9-Rosalie Neilson “The Power of Block 

Design” What is a block?  A block is a basic unit of design.  It can be as 

simple as a patch of color or as complex as a pattern or texture.  For artists in 
most media, a block is something tangible which can be arranged into specific 
patterns.  For a quilter, a block is a square of fabric; for a mosaic artist, it is a 
tile; for a surface designer, it may be an application of dye on a cloth.  For a 
weaver, however, a block is more abstract and will have different 
manifestations in different weave structures.  A block design intended for a 
woven textile must be expressed through a weave structure.  Therefore, 
decoding the blocks in a design requires a weaving plan complete with 
threading, treadling, and tie-up which corresponds to a specific weave 
structure.  Learn how one weaver used the textures of 4-shaft huck lace to 
develop the definitive set of two, three and four block motifs which become 
the building blocks of complex block designs with literally millions of patterns 
to be discovered by the adventurous weaver/designer. 

April 13-Su Butler “Understanding Rayon Chenille” 
Rayon chenille scares many weavers.  Su will help you understand the fiber 
and the idiosyncrasies of successfully weaving with it.  Learn how it is made, 
how to handle it before, during and after weaving, appropriate weave 
structures and more! See beautiful samples of rayon chenille weaving!  Come 
armed with questions and be ready to learn all about weaving with sumptuous 
rayon chenille! 

May 13- Annual BusinessMeeting and 

Presentations from Study Groups 
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 STUDY GROUPS 
Join a Study Group! 

For more information, contact the study group leader. 

Four Harness-Marcia Freridge – meets second 

Thursday at 9:30 am at members’ homes.   

Moonbeamers-Nancy Crampton – meets fourth 

Monday at 7 pm at members’ homes.   

Multi-Harness-Nancy Frost – meets third 

Wednesday at 9:30 am at members’ homes.   

Spinners-Terri Smith/Carolyn Snyder – meets third 

Friday 10 am to 2 pm at Parchment Library.                         

Swatch Exchange-Gail Ross – a virtual study 

group. Sign-up via e-mail by October 15th.  

Triangle Loom....Lenore Snyder 

Place and date TBD, interested members please contact 
Lenore at 517-437-4904 or email lenore@lenorej.com 

  
 

Hospitality Schedule  
2014-2015 

Each of our guild study groups is responsible 
for providing snacks at one of our monthly meetings. 
Below is the schedule for the 2014-15 year. 
Study group leaders, please remind your study group 
a week before your scheduled meeting. 
 
September: The Board            February: Multi-Harness 
October: Spinners                   March: Swatch  
November: Moonbeamers     April: 4 Harness 
December: The Board           May: The Board 
 
Hospitality Chair: Cyndee Mishler 
CyndeeM@wmis.net 269-350-5641 

HELP!   Your detective skills are needed! 
We are looking for the 4 shaft Baby Wolf loom that belongs to the Service Bureau.  Do you know where it is? 
It used to be housed at great Northern Weaving and left there a couple of years ago.   We have lost track of it after it 

left Great Northern.                   Please, someone,  shed light on where this loom is housed. 
Sincerely, 
Cathy McCarthy, - mccarthykal123@aol.com   Melissa Powers, birdlover1675@yahoo.com 
President   (269)345-1796                                                       Service Bureau Coordinator -    (269) 721-3741 
 
 

Library News 
September is a good time for new beginnings. Time to 
return those library books you checked out last year, 
and see what’s new for this year. Gail Ross has written 
reviews of two new books for you to check out at the 
library table. (Thanks Gail!). 

You can also sign out any of our growing collection of 
library books. Just go to 
www.librarything.com/catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo to 
see our listing, and then send me an email a few days 
before the meeting. I will pick it up at Martha Reeves’ 
where they are stored. (Thanks Martha!) 
And, Esther James has graciously donated many, many 
copies of Handwoven magazine and many, many classic 
weaving books. The library now has several ‘new’ 
books, and the duplicates will be available for you to 
add to your personal library at the September meeting 
library garage sale.  Thank you very much Esther. 
Stop by the Library Corner to drop off the old, check 

out the new, and take home a few. 

                              Kristi Chapman, Guild Librarian 

Your input is wanted! 
Do you have an idea or suggestion for a workshop or 
meeting presentation? Your Vice President, Letty 
Klein, is looking for members to work with her on the 
Program Committee and Officer Nomination 
Committee this year. Join Letty in designing next years’ 
programs and promoting the fiber arts through our 
Guild’s activities.  Give her a call today! 
 

mailto:lenore@lenorej.com
mailto:mccarthykal123@aol.com
mailto:birdlover1675@yahoo.com
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo
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President note, continued 
 

Your president took a workshop at MLH with Inge 
Dam, our September workshop teacher and presenter.   
Inge does amazing work with color, and connecting card 
weaving with handwoven fabric on the loom.  Her use of 
color, her patience with her 15 students, and her 
inspiration was amazing to experience.  I am looking 
forward to her coming to our guild in September and 
sharing her knowledge and weaving talents with us.  We 
are in for a treat! 

Speaking of MLH, please be aware that next summer, 
MLH will have both their workshops and conference. 
Unlike the past few years, MLH will hold this conference 
the first week of June instead of in August.  Plan ahead 
and set that time aside! Our guild will be asked this year to 
help with the conference by taking on a specific job.  
More information will come your way as it becomes 
available from MLH, but do know we need to start 
thinking about this. 
 
We will also be invited to participate in the guild 
exhibits.  In the meantime, please start thinking about 
entering some of your fiber creations in the various 
exhibits MLH will host while the conference is going on.  
We have the opportunity, in addition to the Guild Show, 
to enter our fiber creations in the Fashion Show, 
Accessory Show, Fine Art Show, and the Functional Art 
Show.   Everyone who is a member of MLH can enter 
these shows (with the exception of our guild exhibit - you 
do not have to belong to MLH to put a piece in our 
exhibit as our guild is a member of MLH).  
We are the largest guild in Michigan League of 
Handweavers (MLH), along with Ann Arbor, so let’s 
showcase our work, so the other guilds will know what 
WGK, Inc. is all about!    
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the September meeting! 
 
Cathy McCarthy 
 
 

 

Multi-Harness Study Group News: 
Echoes & Shadows 

During the 2014/15 season--inspired by Marian 
Stubenitsky's book Weaving With Echo and Iris--members 
of the multi-harness study group will focus on "echo 
weave" and its more familiar cousin, “shadow weave.” 
WGK members interested in weaving with more than 
four shafts are invited to join the group. Contact Nancy 
Frost nafrost@prodigy.net to add your name to the 
roster. This study group meets on the third Wednesday 
morning of the month from September through May, 
except for November (WAFA month). 
Our next multi-harness study group meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Sept 17, 2014, 9:30 am, the location to 
be announced via email in early September. 
 

SWATCH STUDY GROUP 
Wow, summer flew by per usual (and not one use of the 
sprinkler system!).  It's time to welcome back our Swatch 
Study Group members and announce "open enrollment 
period"--which ends October 15th--for new Swatchers.  
The SSG is the Guild's "virtual" study group.  We really 
do exist, but instead of meeting regularly in person we 
pursue our projects independently at our own pace and 
celebrate our accomplishments once a year at our May 
meeting (just before the Guild's final meeting).  We 
create 4x4 fabric swatches to exchange and in so doing 
get to sample weave structures either for a particular 
project (always what the doctor recommends) or general 
weaving knowledge.  In return, we receive lots of 
inspiration for future ideas, and over the time our group 
has been in existence, we have amassed quite a treasure 
trove of very real fabric swatches. 

Looking forward to another fun and creative year and 
welcoming in any other curious, independent weavers.  
Please contact Gail Ross at figeac@att.net by October 
15th so we can know our "magic number" (i.e. how many 
swatches each member should prepare). 
Gail Ross 
 

As my Thank You! and payback to the Guild for the scholarship received, I plan on sharing what I 
learned from attending Complex Weavers Seminars 2014 in a series of articles in the 
Guild’s newsletter. The first article (in this issue) is a review of the Complex Weavers 
Seminars, 2014, focusing on the experience, providing synopses of the lectures, and a 
review of the ‘Complexity’ exhibit.  Following the first article, I plan on writing an 
article on each of the seminars I attended to introduce the Guild membership to the 
ideas and techniques presented in that seminar. (look for the selfies of me with each 
of the presenters). The October article will cover the two tablet weaving seminars 
attended, to extend the information we will be receiving at our September Guild 
meeting and workshop with Inge Dam.  
 

mailto:nafrost@prodigy.net
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 RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE GUILD LIBRARY 
 
Some of the best books are self-published and our library is now the proud owner of two of these that will appeal to weavers on both ends of 
the skill level spectrum.  With each of these particular books, you may find yourself borrowing from our library to familiarize yourself with their 
contents prior to purchasing a copy for your home library—they are both that good and that complex that a short browse cannot do justice. 

 
WEAVING FOR BEGINNERS An Illustrated Guide by Peggy Osterkamp 
Lease Sticks Press (2010)—406 pages and more than 600 detailed illustrations and charts—is described by Peggy as a “Guide for New 
Weavers—Step by Step” but this is both a “how to” book for beginners and a great reference for all levels.  (Trust me, I’ve read every word 
thrice!)  It is not bedtime reading but a complete course in weaving to be absorbed “step by step” and then consulted as needed. 
 
If you have never had weaving lessons, Peggy will take you through EVERY step needed   And while she has strong opinions about what works 
best by her experience, she also includes discussion of other approaches to give you enough information to choose what works for YOU.  In 
fact, since she warps her loom back to front, she has included a separate chapter on front to back warping written by weaver Patricia Townsend.  
Many of Peggy’s techniques come from tried and true European methods taught her by the late Jim Ahrens of AVL and her approach reflects 
her many years of teaching beginners and what works.  No other weaving book for beginners is this thorough and graphic.  It is like having a 
weaving teacher looking over your shoulder. 
 
For those of us with a bit of weaving under our loom, this book will fill in many gaps and more importantly provide the “why” behind the 
“how”.  Her chapters on Washing and Finishing, Troubleshooting, and Computer Technology really added to my weaving progress and there is 
an 11-page chapter on SELVEDGES (!).  Peggy’s chaining technique is likely new for many of us and can be a great help to the eterna l tension 
problem.  She rounds out her comprehensive coverage of shaft loom weaving with instructions for Rigid Heddle Weaving and enough Knot 
training to earn a Boy Scout badge.   
 
Many of us already own or have used Debbie Chandler’s book Learning to Weave.  Don’t conclude that you thus have everything you need!!   
Peggy’s book contains far more technical help and answers to real student questions you will have.  “Own both” is my advice.  
 
Peggy has also published a three-volume set of weaving instruction books that go into even greater detail.  Even if you already own these, you 
will find this volume very handy.  And if you ever want to teach another person weaving, you NEED this book. Peggy has had some health 
issues in recent years so we are very fortunate she was able to complete this book.   I feel honored to have worked with her on it!  
 

 WEAVING With ECHO And IRIS by Marian Stubenitsky www.weefschool.nl  (i.e. to purchase a copy from the author who lives in the 
Netherlands)  (2013-2014) –233 pages and hundreds of diagrams and the most glorious photographs—is the result of a decade-long 
investigation into an approach to color in weaving that has so far received very little coverage.  In fact, we can think of this as a ground-breaking 
work. 
 
(The author chose her title because the book is based on anything that can be woven on an echo threading and she was especially inspired by 
iridescent colors.  Echo was the mythological figure who was damned by the goddess Hera and was thus only capable of parroting others.  Iris is 
the messenger of the gods and the personification of the rainbow.) 
 
This is a complex topic, not for the faint of heart, but well worth the mental effort required.  As such, I suspect this book will appeal to our 
guild members who enjoy complexity and analysis, especially those who enjoy using computer software and who don’t flee the scene when the 
term “network drafting” comes up.   This is not a pattern book of projects, although it is full of drafts, but rather an analysis of weave structures 
that can create incredible color effects through the addition of echo threading. The list of applicable weave structures is remarkably long, and 
includes Shadow Weave, Moiré, Turned Taqueté, Double Weave, Turned Samitum, Warp Rep, Twills, and Echo Weave. Many of the examples 
utilize multi-multi shaft (16-24-32) drafts (beyond the realm of possibility for most of us) to expand the design options, but through use of 
networking techniques such as telescoping, many of these can be adapted to our 4 or 8 shaft looms. 
 
The technical level of the book is clearly that of ADVANCED.  In some ways this is a weaving PhD thesis but also a lovely work of art.  
Everyone should see this book to admire both the author’s work and the gorgeous samples.  BUT, there is so much to absorb that if this topic 
intrigues you, you are advised to obtain your own copy from Marian before her stock runs out.  While the book is great “eye candy” for before-
bedtime dreaming, it is a textbook to study and work from.  A short browse is not sufficient. 
 
I should note that now and then you may find some terminology or approaches that are “different” because of course Marian is Dutch and 
weaves in the European tradition.  But she has a good Introduction that clarifies most of this terminology and reminds us that she uses the 
metric system.   
 
This book can be ordered directly from the author and be paid for through Paypal.  I should warn you that it is expensive (in large part due to 
international shipping and the weak dollar vis-à-vis the Euro) but the quality of the content, the photographs, the glossy heavy paper and quality 
construction make this well worth it for anyone wishing to expand her/his weaving above and beyond.  Kudos to Marian for an incredible 
project! 
 
Reviewed by Gail Ross 
 

http://www.weefschool.nl/


Page 6                                                                                                                                 The Shuttle   September 2014 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Greetings WGK Members, consider volunteering at these events.. 
I've recently learned about several volunteer opportunities and wanted to send out a more complete listing for your 
consideration. 
 

11th Annual Southwest Michigan Community Harvest Fest (Tillers) Sunday September 21,  11:30 - 5:30 

 

Vicksburg Harvest Festival   Sunday September 28,  11:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm 

 
If you have any questions about any of these events, and of course to sign up, please contact me at birdlover1675@yahoo.com 
or 269-721-3741.   

Looking forward to hearing from you about demonstrating at the above events..  A big "thanks" to those who have 
already contacted me.  

Sincerely, 
Melissa Powers 
Service Bureau Coordinator 
 

 

24” Macomber Loom (Baby Macs), 8 harness, 
sectional beam - also extra plain warp beam with 
friction brake, 10 dent reed, warp separator, warping 
board. Measurements : 11” x 31” x  37.5”; height 
27”; front to back 32.25” 
Asking Price: $750.  Call Esther James  269-344-
5544 or Email estherjames@comcast.net  
 
I have 2 table top looms to sell. I do not know how 
to price these due to the age and condition. I believe 
at least one of them would be an antique, with 
patent dates of 1923 and 1925. One looks like it may 
be walnut, and has all of it's parts, but the heddles 
and reed are a bit rusty. The newer one was made by 
Dick Blick and needs a back beam. They are both 
the same size, and the parts may be interchangeable, 
if you have the skills; I do not. Overall dimensions 
for both, are: 24"l x 20"d x 18.5"h. If you are 
interested, please contact Kathleen Smothers, 
smotherskld@yahoo.com 
 

  
 

 

LOOMS 
FOR 

SALE 

 
Schacht floor loom 36 inches, 4 now, 4 later, and I just 
put a sectional beam on it.  It has had very little use.  It 
has a 12 dent reed in great condition and a 10 dent that 
comes with it that looks a bit rusty.  I am asking $1300 
for it. I am located  in Martin.  
Judy Hogan,  toebeans@charter.net 

 

 
 

 

Kessenich Loom 8 shafts, 48" wide, 46" weaving width. Excellent 
condition, Comes with a matching bench with a sliding seat, a 
number of reeds and accessories. I've added a weight to the beater 
in order to weave heavier items such as rugs, but it can still easily 
weave delicate items. It is solid red oak. I will entertain any 
reasonable offer. I need to sell it because I'm downsizing. Contact 
me at  fbetz@comcast.net or 734-623-7492  

 

mailto:estherjames@comcast.net
mailto:smotherskld@yahoo.com
mailto:toebeans@charter.net
mailto:fbetz@comcast.net
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Fiber Exhibits of Interest 
 
MI Arts All Media Regional Art 
Competition at the Holland Area Arts Council, 

150 E. 8th St., Holland includes pieces by guild 
members Jennifer Gould and Priscilla Lynch; 
reception Thurs., Sept. 11, 6-8pm (awards ceremony); 
exhibit runs Sept. 8 – Nov. 20. 
 

Rare Threads Exhibit at the Jordan River Arts 

Council runs September 28 - November 9 (in the 
Traverse city area).  Many fiber arts work is included 
from local artists. 
http://www.jordanriverarts.com/index.html 
 

Karen Hoekstra’s exhibit at Forest Hills Fine 

Arts Center with reception on Thurs., Sept. 4, 6-7pm; 
exhibits runs Sept. 2-25;  600 Forest Hill Ave SE, 
Grand Rapids Charter Township, MI 49546; (616) 
493-8965. 
 

Becky Hackenberg will be showing photographs, 

including images of fiber printed on canvas as part of a 
group show at the Three Rivers Carnegie Center for 
the Arts. Opening reception, Sunday, August 24, 2:00-
4:00, and continues until September 30. 
 

Nancy Crow  has a solo exhibition,  August 14-

October 26, 2014 at the Muskegon Museum of Art, 

Muskegon, Michigan  muskegonartmuseum.org 

 

Ethel Stein, Master Weaver  June 13,2014 – 

November 9, 2014 at the Art Institute of Chicago  
www.artlc.edu. 
 
 

As my THANK YOU! 

I attended Complex Weavers Seminars, 2014 in Tacoma, 
Washington with financial assistance from a Scholarship 
received from the Guild. Complex Weavers Seminars, 
2014 was the biennial gathering of Complex Weavers, a 
group of weavers dedicated to expanding the boundaries 
of their handweaving through research, documentation, 
and innovative ideas. Complex Weavers challenge its 
members’ skills and imagination by sharing information 
and innovations with fellow weavers – both directly and 
through study groups, Seminars (such as Complex 
Weavers Seminars, 2014), and the Journal. This year, there 
were three internationally recognized fiber art speakers, as 
well as 30 two-hour seminars on topics covering a wide 
range of the fiber arts appealing to all skill levels. As a 
participant, I attended 6 of the two-hour seminars, three 
lectures and the opening of the biennial international 
juried exhibit, ‘Complexity’, featuring works in complex 
weave structures including apparel, yardage and 2- and 3- 
dimensional work.   
 

The Experience: 
Seminars 2014 was a truly energizing and inspiring 
experience. The small scale of Seminars 2014 (there were 
little more than 200 attendees) gives one the opportunity 
to network with nationally and internationally acclaimed 
fiber artists and provided me with personal interactions 
with weavers/fiber artists that are leading innovators in 
their fields. In the 2 hour seminars, exposure to new 
techniques and approaches to various fiber art topics 
inspired me and fueled my creativity.  

 Each night, as I fell asleep, happily exhausted, in my hotel 
room, my mind was teaming with the possibilities of what 
I had seen and heard during the day. 
 

The Lectures: 
The Seminars opened up with Keynote Speaker Madeline 
VanDerHoogt (www.weaversschool.com/staff.htm) 
recounting her forays in fiber.  Even though I am familiar 
with Madeline’s story, I never tire of hearing her tell it.  
She is such a good story teller, energizing and priming us 
for the seminars to follow. In her account of the evolution 
of weaving in the United States, in which she has played a 
significant role, Madeline thanked the early weavers on 
whose shoulders she has stood.  These include weavers we 
all know and reference….Albers, Bateman, Keasbey, 
Atwater, Davison, to name a few.  She feels we are in the 
golden years for complex weaves, aided primarily by the 
computer and the software programs developed to design 
weaving designs.                          Continued next page 

 

Marta G. Williams 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside 

http://www.jordanriverarts.com/index.html
http://www.muskegonartmuseum.org/
http://www.artlc.edu/
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There were two beautiful pieces, ‘Leaves II’ by 
Susan Bowman (woven in silk and tencel on 24 
shaft, to see other pieces by Susan, go to  
www.pikespeakweavers.org/html/gallery/sbowm
an/gallery_s) and yardage named ‘Satin 
Diamonds’ woven in linen and silk on a total of 
16 shafts by Marjorie Fiddler 
(www.mfiddlerweaver.com).  A bamboo 
reversible top woven by Linda Davis in Echo and 
4-color double weave strips and sewn together 
took first place.  Second place went to Cathryn 
Amidei (cathrynamidei.com) for a weft- backed 
satin brocade tapestry woven on a jacquard loom. 
Third place went to a silk satin-weave scarf woven 
in echo by Lesley Willcock (lesleywillcock.com). 
There were several pieces woven in echo,  
including Lesley’s 4-color double weave in 
extended parallel threading which took Best of 
Show. An article in Complex Weavers Journal 
#105, June 2014, provides pictures of each piece 
in the exhibit.  This journal is available in our 
library. 
  Until next month…..Marta G. 

Sheila O’Hara (www.sheilaohara.com) regaled us with 
‘New World Technologies meet Old World Textiles’ 
during lunch on the second day. Sheila showed how she 
uses Photoshop and pixels to weave Jacquard woven 
tapestries based on historical designs. She has used a TC1, 
and now a TC2, which are small jacquard looms available 
from Digital Weaving Norway (www.digitalweaving.no).  
For those interested in researching jacquard weaving 
further, Sheila recommended ‘Digital Jacquard Design’ by 
Julie Holyoke.  

Seminars closed with a lecture by Layne Goldsmith 
(art.washington.edu/art/art-faculty/layne-goldsmith) 
describing the Commissions Project, an internship 
program she developed at the University of Washington 
that provides students with the opportunity to apply 
classroom skills to the workplace: students, working with 
their client, design rugs that they then are responsible to 
have handwoven in Nepal.  
 
Complexity 2014: 
Complexity 2014 was an international juried exhibit 
featuring works employing complex weave structures.  
There were 99 pieces submitted, of which 47 were selected 
for the exhibit by jurors Marguerite Gingras, Alice Schlein, 
and Wendy Weiss.  This exhibit opened in April 2014 at 
The Robert Hillestad Textiles Gallery at the University of 
Nebraska.  The exhibit was moved to the Hotel Murano in 
Tacoma, WA during Seminars 2014 and this is where I 
viewed this awe-inspiring exhibit.  

The creativity displayed and breadth of techniques used in 
the pieces of this exhibit was truly amazing.    Although 
many of the pieces were woven on more than 8 shafts 
(with many of those woven on a jacquard loom), there 
were several pieces woven on 8 shafts or less.  On exhibit 
were wall hangings,  
scarves, jackets and 
 a coat (mine!), a basket,  
and yardage.  

Several pieces were of note 
for me.  The most intriguing  
were two wall hangings woven 
 on 10 shafts by Susie Taylor  
(check out an article on her in 
 weavolution,  
weavolution.com/weaver/  
susietaylor).  The weave was 
described as double woven  
with origami layer.  On these 
pieces, Susie created origami  
style folds on top of a ground 
cloth.  There was no sewing 
 or cutting involved.  
 

Cathryn Amidei 
Begetter 
2nd Place 

Susie Taylor 
Crane Wife #10 
 

Marjorie Fiddler 
Satin Diamonds 

http://www.pikespeakweavers.org/html/gallery/sbowman/
http://www.pikespeakweavers.org/html/gallery/sbowman/
http://www.le/
http://www.sheilaohara.com/
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Upcoming Fiber Classes at Tillers International 
All classes are held at Tillers International, 10515 OP Ave Scotts, MI.  You can register for classes by calling the Tillers 
office at 1-800-498-2700 or on-line through the website at  
http://www.tillersinternational.org/tillers/classes_classesbydate.html 
We have a few fiber classes coming up which you or people you know may be interested in. Sign up or spread the word! 
 

SPINNING CLASSES with Emily Wohlscheid 
For the beginning spinner, consider "Spinning Wool I". This class is a 2-day intensive class which will prepare you to really start spinning. 

Learn spinning wheel basics and begin to train your hands, feet, and head in the age old craft of spinning. You will learn to treadle with 

control and carefully draft fibers to produce a consistent yarn. We discuss types of wool, breeds of sheep, and basic fiber preparation. 

Once you are spinning a consistent single yarn, learn how and why to ply, and discuss what applications are best suited to plied yarns. Learn 

to wind off your completed skein and finish yarn by washing and fulling. Bring your own spinning wheel if it is in working order. Some 

wheels will be available and fiber is provided.  

October 4-5 Sat-Sun 9:00 am-5:00 pm Tuition: $180 Materials: $25 
 
For the more advanced spinner, consider "Spinning II- Spinning with a Purpose". If you feel like you are stuck creating the same old yarns? 

This course will cover spinning purposeful singles to be left as is or for specific plying techniques. Students will learn to create thick and thin 

yarns,  loop in loop plying (aka “3-ply”, aka navajo or n-ply,) regular 3 ply, and beehive coils while plying. We will also cover what knitting 

application will be best served for each of these yarns. Please bring: your spinning wheel.   

Oct 18 Sat 9:00 am-5:00 pm   Tuition: $90 Materials: $10 

 
FELTED VESSELS with Dawn Edwards 

Intrigued by the idea of 3-dimensional? Take this fabulous felting class!  We will create our vessels using the ‘resist’ method. You will 

complete a small felted vessel, learning techniques for future projects. Learn how to add inclusions:  small stones, sea glass, shells, etc.  into 

your vessels. Some items will be available for you to work with. Feel free to bring items of special meaning to you. Materials provided: Wool, 

written instructions, small stones, sea glass, plastic resist/pattern, bubble wrap, soap, etc. Please bring 3 towels, a dishpan or small bucket, 

a water sprinkler if you have one, clothes that can get damp or a waterproof apron. Bring additional embellishments … wool yarns, 

wool locks, silk fibers, if you’d like. Level: Intermediate. Experience is helpful, not essential. 

September 27     Sat  9:00 am-5:00 pm   Tuition: $90 Materials: $25 

 
NATURAL FIBER DYEING – Overdyeing with Indigo Dyes with Lori Evesque 

Discover the wide range of dye colors available from nature. For thousands of years, natural dyes have been used to create beautifully colored 

cloth and yarn. Natural dyes are made from a wide array of plants, barks, roots, and insects. In this class, join guild member Lori Evesque 

play with a range of yellow to brown dyes and learn the wide range of colors which can be obtained from overdyeing with indigo dyes (indigo 

and woad) to see the many shades of greens obtainable. This will demonstrate the breadth of shades obtainable with natural dyes and give you 

the tools to create them yourselves.  

September 13 Sat               9:00 am-5:00 pm   Tuition: $100   Materials:  $15 

 

Linda Davis 
Xanadu Top 
First Place 

Susan Bowman 
Leaves II 

Lesley Willcock 
Water 
Best of Show 

 



  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

2014 SHUTTLE deadlines 
For October 2014 – September 26, 2014 

Send items for the SHUTTLE to the SHUTTLE Editor at martag1111@yahoo.com  
 

Weavers Guild of 
Kalamazoo 
POBox 2795 
Kalamazoo, MI  49007 

mailto:martag1111@yahoo.com

