
Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo General Meeting
December 9, 2013

Meeting was called to order by President, Juanita Manning-Walsh, at 7:02 PM.

Juanita shared our agenda for the evening: Announcements, welcome visitors, and two 
pay back presentations from members, Judith Jones and Gail Ross, who had been 
awarded scholarships within the last year.  She then welcomed our visitors by having 
them raise their hands.

Announcements:
Kristi asked if any members knew Jill Rizor.  She has checked out many library 
books, and seems to have become uninvolved with the guild.  Kristi has tried several 
ways to track her down, and she wondered if anyone knew her, and could get Kristi in 
touch with her.   No one responded to Kristi.

Anne Mehring announced she is still selling guild bags.  Still time to buy one for 
those needing a bag n your Christmas shopping list.

Juanita then introduced the evening’s presenters, and said at the end of their talks 
we should still have time to shop at the garage sale.

Judith Jones was introduced first.  Her talk was about her class, “It’s in the Warp:  
Color and Design on REP, by Rosalie Nielson held in Baltimore, MD, in September of 
2013.

Judith shared they were to wind a warp with to colors for either a 4 or 8 shaft loom.  
Judith learned a neat way to tie on to the loom and she was impressed because the 
warp was very evenly tensioned.

REP Weave is a weave structure utilizing a thick and a thin weft.  The weft is only seen 
on the side selvages.  Some weft yarns are very thick for this structure, but others are 
quite fine.

Judith’s course mainly covered:  Lashing, Block Design, Creative use of color, Tips on 
checking threading, Selvages and how to insure a clean finish, Idiosyncrasies of using a 
table loom, and finishing techniques (using hand sewing and a half hitch knot)

Judith said she got out of the class a love of color and the ability to design.  She ended 
up her presentation with a slide thanking the guild, of which the lettering were on a very 
beautiful, colorful REP background.

Gail Ross reported on Vavstuga (two dots should go over the first a in this word)and 
her weaving adventures in Shelborne Falls, MA, in March of 2013.  Gail was signed up 
for their Basic Class, which was a week long and ran from 8 M to 8 PM every day for a 
week.  Gail reported this class was very intense and very life changing.



The school is Called Vavstuga Weaving School:  Tradition, Creativity, Technique.  Gail 
shared that in Sweden weaving is much more social than it is here.  It also is a process 
of traditional tools, Traditional weave structures, and Fibers.  She showed pictures of 
people threading their looms, and they always threaded up their looms with a helper.

Gail shared some very interesting things with us, like when they ate dinner they used 
hand made aprons, napkins, placemats, towels, and table runners, and at each meal 
there were different hand woven table linens.

Vav offers two classes:  Basic and Classics.  Gail is looking forward to going back next 
summer and taking the next level.  

Gail also talked about a new member of our guild, Susan Johnson, who has gone out 
there several times to learn Swedish weaving. In addition to Gail’s projects from her 
class, Susan brought several projects she has completed while taking classes at 
Vavstuga.

Finally Gail shared a technique they use when they create towels  Next to their big 
looms they have a much smaller loom and they weave small hang tags for each of their 
towels.  She showed pictures of the tags centered at the top, back side of the towel, and 
a second kind whereby the hang tag was located dead center in the towel, so all four 
corners hug down from the hook.   

Juanita closed the meeting reminding people we do not have a meeting in 
January and that she would see us in February!

Meeting was adjourned at 8:22 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy McCarthy

Cathy McCarthy

 


