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           I am seeing RED…   
   What Color are you seeing ? 

As we look out our windows all we 
see is white, white, and more white.  
But not me, I'm seeing RED.  No, 
I'm not angry, and no, I'm not color 
blind or crazy.  I'm seeing red 
because I'm thinking about and 
planning for the Mary Sue Fenner 
class coming up in just a few days.  I 
had ambitious intentions of weaving 
some yardage to use for my coat.  
That didn't happen!  A few weeks 
ago it dawned on me that I have 
some fabric, some very "special to 
me" fabric sitting on a shelf crying to 
be used.  Nine years ago my husband 
and I traveled to Ireland and while 
there we saw some lovely coats made 
from loosely woven mohair throws 
with hand knitted sleeves. "I can do 
that", so I bought a throw and 
brought it home.  I made a jacket for 
my mother but never made one for 
myself.  Now I thought that she is   

 

gone I have hers and don't need to 
make another for myself.  I still have 
3/4 of that throw that is mostly red.  
On the same trip I bought a lovely 
embossed wool scarf, red of course, 
that I have worn only a few times.  I 
was mortified last fall when I got my 
woolens out for the season to find 
that moths had eaten a few holes in 
the scarf.  I kept it anyway but the 
reality is that I will never wear it 
again. I have two coat patterns to 
choose from for the class.  I'm 
thinking a hip length vintage style 
swing coat with those holes in it.  
embellishments from the throw and 
the moth-eaten scarf.  I'm planning a 
trip in the next week to my favorite 
thrift shop to see if I can find some 
plaid wool skirts or jackets that I can 
salvage some material from.  I WILL 
buy material from Fabrications 
because, not only do I get a discount 

for the purchase, additionally the guild will get a 
percent of all purchases made for the class.  I 
don't know if you will see my new red coat at 
the February guild meeting, probably not, but 
maybe by March.  What color are you seeing 
these cold snowy days?   
There's still time to register for the class and you 
too can have a new coat this winter. 

Join M ary Sue for dinner             
All members and guests are invited to an appreciation dinner for our guest speaker  

Mary Sue Fenner 
to be held at the Fieldstone Grill in the Woodbridge Shopping Center 

 (3970 W. Centre, Portage, 269-321-8480) 

 on  
Monday,  February 10 at 5pm 

 
Please contact Letty Klein either via phone or e-mail if you plan on attending. 
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2013-2014 Officers & 
Com m ittee Chairs  
President – Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Vice President – Letty Klein 
Secretary – Cathy McCarthy 
Treasurer – Nancy Krapf 
Education – Judith Jones 
Program Committee Chair – Letty Klein 
Program Coordinator – acting, Juanita Manning-Walsh 
Mentor Program – Esther James 
Scholarship Program – acting, Anne Mehring 
Shuttle Editor – Marta G. Williams 
Yearbook Editor –  Mindy Tai 
Yearbook Fabric – Marta G. Williams 
Service Bureau Coordinator – Ellen Colston 
Librarian – Kristi Chapman 
Library Storage – Martha Reeves 
Membership – Marta G. Williams 
Newcomers/Welcoming – Bev Munson, Karen Lasen 
Photographer – Stephanie Kyhn 
Historian/Archivist – Joanne Casey Smith 
Hospitality Chair –  Carolyn Snyder 
Equipment Rental – Nancy Frost 
Arts Council Rep – Gretchen Huggett 
MLH Rep – Barb Giesen 
WAFA Chair – Nancy Crampton 
WAFA Treasurer – Jill Strobel 
WAFA Secretary – Cory Zann 
Exemption Committee –  Anne Mehring, Mary Ippel, 
Pam VanDeGrift 

 
 

WORKSHOP  
 

February 8-9, 2014: Mary Sue Fenner – Basic 
Handwoven Jacket Sewing Class   
Using their own handwoven fabric, the students in this class will be taken 
through the basic alteration and sewing skills to make the fabric into a 
jacket.  Students will bring a few sewing pattern choices. Mary Sue Fenner is 
well known for her jackets made of her own handspun yarn.  Her clothing 
and accessories have been featured in Handwoven, Shuttle, Spindle & 
Dyepot, and Altered Couture magazines. 
 
 
. 

                  

                                 
   

HOSPITALITY 

 
Every month, one of our Study Groups or the Board is 
responsible for providing the treats for the General 
Meeting.  The schedule of the assigned months is 
provided below. 
 

February – Spinning  March – TBD 
April – Swatch   May – the Board 

2013-14 Program s 
7 pm  

Portage Senior Center 

Doors open at 6:30 pm 

 

February 10, 2014:  Mary Sue Fenner   

Mary Sue is a national and international clothing 
and textiles designer from Green Bay, WI.  Her 
work is widely published in fiber arts journals 
and she has taught in a number of  venues 
including Michigan League of  Handweavers. The 
guild meeting will be a trunk show of  40-50 one-
of-a-kind jackets that will be viewed, shown, and 
modeled.  The jackets will include hand woven, 
felted, and embellished items.  The audience will 
interact with the jackets. 
March 10, 2014: Beth Smith – The Importance of 
Sampling  Beth is so obsessed with fiber that she has fleece 
in every room of her house, including her bathroom.  She 
teaches the whys and how-tos of preparing and spinning as 
many breeds as a spinner can in her classes taught all over the 
world and in articles published in several fiber magazines.   
Her guild program begins with the question “How many times 
have we spun up that wide lump of fiber only to find that it 
doesn’t work for our project?”  It’s too thick or thin, it pills, or 
we wanted drape and it can stand on its own.  Knitters and 
weavers of all kinds hate the sample or swatch but it can be 
fun and is always useful.  Let’s talk about the sampling process 
and how we can use sampling to our advantage in all of our 
projects. 

April 14, 2014:  Mary Underwood – Will That be One 
Hump or Two?  Weaving Camel Saddles in 
Mongolia  The answer is “two”.  Bactrian camels inhabit all 
areas of Mongolia.  Camel saddles are hand woven from 
handspun wool, using looms that easily come apart for storage 
under a bed in traditional Mongolian houses.  The daughter of 
a renowned Gobi saddle weaver, and herself recognized as a 
renowned saddleweaver, patiently taught Mary how to weave 
and construct saddles: allowing still and video photography of 
the process.  She and her village were honored that this 
tradition will be shared with interested audiences in the US.  
Mary is a handspinner, weaver, and lover of historic textiles.  
She has widely researched Oscar Beriau and the Quebec 
weaving renaissance of the 1930’s.  The pursuit of textiles 
provides her a legitimate excuse to enter into worlds, 
adventures, and friendships that confirm:  dreams can, indeed, 

come true. 

May 12, 2014: Annual Business Meeting, Study 
Group and Individual Show and Tell 
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There are still openings.       Act quickly!  
       Call Juanita to reserve your spot. 
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WGK Calendar of events 

February 2014 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
          

 

1 

2 

 

3 

 

4 5 

 

6 

 

 

7 

 

8 

9 10  
General 
Meeting 
7 pm 
Portage Senior 
Center 
 

11 12 
 

13 
Four Harness 
Study Group 
9:30 am 
 

14 

 

15 

16 17 

 

18 19 
MultiHarness 
Study Group 
9:30 am 

20 

 

 

 

21 

Spinning Study 

Group 

10 am to 2 pm 

March 

SHUTTLE 

deadline 

22 

23 24  
Moonbeamers 
Study Group 
7pm 

 

25 26 27 

 
28 

 

 

 

 

STUDY GROUPS 
For more information, contact the study group leader. 

Four Harness-Marcia Freridge – meets second 

Thursday at 9:30 am at members’ homes.   

Moonbeamers-Nancy Crampton – meets fourth 

Monday at 7 pm at members’ homes.   

Multi-Harness-Nancy Frost – meets third 

Wednesday at 9:30 am at members’ homes.   

Spinners-Terri Smith/Carolyn Snyder – meets third 

Friday 10 am to 2 pm at Parchment Library.                         

Swatch Exchange-Gail Ross – a virtual study 

group. Sign-up via e-mail by October 15th.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: 
 

Volunteers are needed!  The Guild is 

dependent upon volunteers to keep running.  Right 
now, we are in need of members to serve on the 
Nominating Committee.  This is a short term 
commitment that does not require attending  any 
additional meetings.  The Guild also needs 
volunteers to fill Board and Chair positions for the 
2014-15 year. 
Please consider volunteering.  Contact Letty 
Klein.  

                             
 

I am looking for other people that may use  the 
Cochenille Design Program. Please contact me. 
Carol Larsen, River's Edge Fiber Arts 
www.riversedgefiberarts.com 
 

 

http://www.riversedgefiberarts.com/
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WAFA News 
Spring is on the way. I am sure of it, even if the view 
out my windows looks wintery! Our 2013 annual Sale 
is just a memory now, and many of us are already 
thinking of next year’s (or actually this year’s, it is 2014 
after all). 
Think ornaments, ornaments, ornaments. Another 
idea for the coming year: weave one item for yourself 
and one for the sale. Spin a skein for yourself and one 
for the sale. You can make your hobby pay for itself 
and you will be helping the guild pay for speakers and 
our outreach projects! 
The WAFA committee is always looking for more 
members. We are also always open to suggestions to 
make our Sale better. Some ideas for next year include 
a major re-do of our layout and a plan to do much 
more organization in the scarf area, separating scarves 
by color and fiber. 
We are especially seeking ideas for promoting the Sale 
to the public. 
 
Do you have ideas?  
Email me at  nancycramptondesigns@yahoo.com.   
 
We will discuss all ideas in the fall when the committee 
will begin to meet for the next Sale. 
 
The 2013 sale included work by 45 of our members, 
up from last year.  Our sales were down from last year, 
but we kept our expenses to a minimum, so are in 
good shape for our 2014 Sale. 
We began the year with a balance of $7,865.18.  Our 
total deposit (including tags, tax, and sales) was 
$26,374.36. A total of $19,666.36 was paid to our 
members who sold items in the Sale. After expenses 
and a $2000 donation to the Guild, our ending balance 
is $9,964.54. We need to have these funds to pay room 
rent and printing costs in preparation for the 2014 Sale.  
 

Nancy Crampton, sale chair 

 

Ornaments! 

 

In an effort to inspire our membership to create 
ornaments for the WAFA sale, we will be putting up a 
display of handmade ornaments at the May meeting.  
More information will be provided, but please, 
consider keeping your handmade ornaments available 
for the May meeting. 

 

Education Corner  

 

Plain Weave 
 

“ A weave in which every thread alternately passes over 
and under the threads of the other system, and in which 
each thread weaves exactly opposite to the adjoining 
threads.  Plain weave gives the simplest form of 
interlacing but it is used more than any other weave.  It 
gives a greater number of intersections per unit space 
than any other weave and, other factors being equal, will 
give a stronger fabric. A great many ways of 
ornamenting and varying the weave are used: e.g. by 
using threads of different color, material, count or twist.  
Common examples of plain weave fabrics are sheeting, 
lawn, muslin, chiffon, etc.  Other names for plain weave 
are: tabby, calico, taffeta, etc”.   
 
From: Callaway Textile Dictionary, First Edition, 1947. 
 
Below are examples of plain weave woven as drawn in 
or dented from a 1976 COE project (number of weft 
shots = number of warp ends per inch). 
 
 

 
 

mailto:nancycramptondesigns@yahoo.com
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EXHIBITS 
 
ODDBODIES  
through Feb. 15 at the Holland 
Area Arts Council.  Ten local West 
Michigan artists. Includes pieces by 
Alice Breese, Mary Sundstrom and 
Jennifer Gould.   
 
The Sleeping Bear Dunes 
Landscape Quilt  
by Ann Loveless is on exhibit at 
the Grand Rapids Art Museum 
through spring. 
 
PAPERCUTS: THE ART OF 
CONTEMPORARY 
PAPERCUTTING  
Jan 9 – March 16 at the Muskegon 
Museum of Art. View some of the 
fascinating pieces at: 
http://www.muskegonartmuseum.org/  
 

Upcoming Fiber classes at Tillers International 
A home cooked lunch is provided each day for classes.  
Registration can be completed on the Tillers website (Click on the specific class in the calendar 
and follow instructions, http://www.tillersinternational.org/tillers/classes_classesbydate.html) or 
by calling the office at 269-626-0223. 
 

Fiber Sampler Class- 191 
Interested in the fiber arts and just can’t decide what you’d like to learn first? Well, we’ve got 

a class for you. In this class, you will learn the basics of spinning with a drop spindle, felt 

making, weaving, natural dyeing, and broom making.  We have some of our fiber teachers 

ready to teach you the basics of these crafts. 

Spinning: Learn to prepare wool for spinning, how to draw out the fibers and to spin. We’ll 

discuss different drop spindles and wheels. 

Felting: The basics of wet felting and make a felted flower. An example of a felted flower can 

be seen on the back cover. 

Weaving: Learn basic weaving on a square “weavette” loom. 

Broom making: Make small potscrubbers/cake testers and a whisk broom. 

Natural dyeing: Dye wool yarns with natural dyes. 

Drop spindles and mini-looms will be available for sale. 

Product: Yarn, felted flower, dyed yarn, broom, woven piece. 

March 15-16 Sat-Sun 9:00 am-5:00 pm     Tuition: $180   Materials: $25 
Cook’s Mill, Scotts, MI    with Emily Wohlscheid, Dawn Edwards, Lori Evesque and Linda 

Seeger 

 
 

 

 

Felted Shepherd’s Rugs - 197b 
This day-long workshop is for the fiber artist with a closet full of fiber or the shepherd wishing to make something from their wool sheep.  

Students will learn how to braid roving,  felt the braids, and sew the braids into a beautiful, functional rug.  In this class students will complete 

a simple chair pad using minimal equipment.  We will braid in the morning, the instructor will take the braids to the laundry over lunch, and 

the afternoon will be spent sewing.  The techniques learned can be used to create their own beautiful rugs at home. 

Product: Felted chair pad. 

April 12 Sat 9:00 am - 5:00 pm  Tuition: $85   Materials: $15 (wool additional cost or bring own) 
Cook’s Mill, Scotts, MI with Letty Klein 

 

 

See Back Cover for a class for wood workers who are interested in making fiber production tools such as niddy-

noddies, nostapinnes, flax distaffs, and drop spindles.  It is taught by a lon-time Tillers wood working instructor who 

specializes in Windsor style furniture.  
 

   Felting I - Journal Cover 197a 

 Transform merino wool roving into a unique and beautiful felt journal cover (journal               

included in materials fee). We will make our creations using our hands, imagination, 

and a little soap and water in a magical process called wet-felting which makes a 

strong, durable felt. This class is a great introduction to feltmaking. These 

techniques can be incorporated into many feltmaking projects. Materials provided: 

merino wool roving, journal, fiber embellishments, soap, bubble wrap, plastic resist 

material, and written instructions.  

Please bring two old towels, wear comfortable clothes that you don’t mind     

getting a bit wet or bring a waterproof apron.  
              Product: Felted journal cover 

              March 22 Sat  9:00 am - 5:00 pm   Tuition: $90 Materials: $25 
             Cook’s Mill, Scotts, MI with Dawn Edwards 

 

 

 

http://www.muskegonartmuseum.org/
http://www.tillersinternational.org/tillers/classes_classesbydate.html
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Consider entering 

the  

KIA  

West M ichigan 

Area Show 

 
The Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo will again 
sponsor an award of $250 for best fiber art 
project at KIA’s West Michigan Area Show, and 
it would be nice to have several of our members 
enter their work.   
 
If you are interested, please contact Karla 
Niehus, Curator of Exhibitions at KIA.  She can 
be reached at 269-349-7775, x3131 or at the 
KIA located at 314 S. Park St in Kalamazoo, 
49007.  
 
 She has provided the following information and 
would love to hear from you: 
 
Exhibition : May 17 - August 16.  
 
Reception and award announcement :  Friday, 
May 16.  
  
Submissions to WMAS 2014 are due Monday, 
March 24 (by 8:00 a.m.) 
 
The juror, Stephen Doherty, will give a talk on 
May 14, and a workshop through the KIA on 
pleinair painting May 15 - 18.  Doherty has 
exceptional experience not only as an artist, but 
in encouraging artists, serving as an instructor 
(including online videos), writer (a dozen books 
and countless articles), juror of numerous 
shows, editor-in-chief of American Artist 
magazine for 31 years, and now editor of 
PleinAir Magazine.   
 

The Spring 2014 

color palette has 

been announced 

 
Each Spring and Fall, Pantone releases its seasonal 

Fashion Color Report.  This spring the color palette 
is a blend of pastels, soft neutrals and bold hues. 

 The women’s palette consists of the following 10 
colors.  

Source: Threads, March 2014, No. 171 
Check out the details on Pantone’s website: 

http://www.pantone.com/pages/FCR/default.aspx?season=spring&ye

ar=2014 

  

http://www.pantone.com/pages/FCR/default.aspx?season=spring&year=2014
http://www.pantone.com/pages/FCR/default.aspx?season=spring&year=2014


 

 

 
 
 

 
    
     

Utilize your Guild’s great resources!! Vist the library holdings at  http://www.librarything.com/catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo 
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2014 SHUTTLE deadlines 
For March – February 21, 2014 

For April – March 21, 2014 

For May - April 25, 2014 

Send items for the SHUTTLE to the SHUTTLE Editor at martag1111@yahoo.com  
 

Another Tillers Class 
This class is for wood workers who are interested in making fiber production tools such as niddy-noddies, nostapinnes, 

flax distaffs, and drop spindles. It is taught by a long-time Tillers wood working instructor who specializes in Windsor 

style furniture.  
 

Spindles, Distaffs, and More - 472 

This class is for anyone interested in creating beautiful fiber processing tools on a lathe.  These items include drop 

spindles, ‘niddy noddies’, ‘nostepinnes’, flax distaffs and threading hooks for spinning wheels.  Students sill start with  

the basics of choosing pieces of wood, elementary wood turning techniques and will move to making the individual fiber 

tools.  We will make a ‘nostepinne’ first and move to tools requiring more control and finesse with the lathe.  
Product: 2-5 fiber tools. 

March 8-9, 2014  Sat-Sun 9:00 am-5 pm                Tuition: $190      Materials: $15 
Cook’s Mill, Scotts, MI with Jim Crammond 

 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/WeaversGuildKazoo
mailto:martag1111@yahoo.com


 Workshop Application Form and Course Outline  
Date:        Location: 
February 8 & 9, 2014       Fabrications, M-43/M-89, Richland, MI.  

Time: 9:00AM – 4:00PM (Lunch on own)  

Workshop Title:      Instructor:  
“Basic Handwoven Jacket Sewing Class”  Mary Sue Fenner  

Cost:         
WGK Member: $50. Non-member-$80*. There are no material costs payable to the instructor.  

*$30.00 of the $80.00 fee will be applied to a one year WGK membership.  

Course Description:  
Students will bring their fabric: about 5 yards of handwoven fabric, fulled and ready to sew. Plain or twill fabrics work 

well. Any fiber combination, but wool really sews and presses nicely. Sett should be 10-12 epi for Harrisville-type 

wools, and 15-18 epi for finer fibers. Linings, embellishments, and interfacings as needed. If you don’t have 

handwoven, bring whatever you have of medium-weight fabric.  

Students will be taken through the basic alteration and sewing skills to make fabric into a jacket. We will start with 

sewing supplies, fitting make a one-of-a-kind beautiful jacket. Students will bring a few sewing pattern choices, 

purchased by bust measurement. The instructor will bring an amazing array of jacket samples for the students to try on 

and look at closely (for inspiration) and explore.  

Biography:  
A Clothing, Textiles and Design major at U. WI-Stout, art studies at Newcastle-upon-Tyne Polytechnic, England, 

Kansas U. and UW-Milwaukee Masters gave Mary Sue an excellent background in fibers. Retired instructor, at 

Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, Green Bay, WI. Noted for use of bright colors and her own handspun yarns, her 

clothing and accessories are seen in area shows, galleries and shops, and featured in Handwoven, Shuttle, Spindle & 

Dyepot, Belle Armoire, Altered Couture, Sew Somerset and Haute Handbags magazines.  

WGK Workshop Registration  
“Basic Handwoven Jacket Sewing Class”  

Instructor: Mary Sue Fenner 

  
Name: (Please Print) Last_________________________ First___________________________  

Address_________________________________________  

City____________________________________ State___________________ Zip_________  

Email address________________________________________  

Preferred name on your nametag_________________________  

Phone (area code)_____________________________________  

 

I have read and agree to the WGK workshop policy ________yes (please check) 

 (available on  website: www.weaversguildofkalamazoo.org) 

 

 

Enclose your application form with a check, cash or money order payable to:  

Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo  

P.O. Box 2795  

Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2795  

 

Please keep a copy of the application for yourself.  

Official Use Only  

Date Received __________________________  

Cash, check or money order _______________________  

Member Notification Date _________________________ 

 

Call Juanita Today to register! 


